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Mr. HUNT. I ask the gentleman from Ohio || 
if he will not accept a modification of the amend- || 
ments reported by him? 

Mr. DISNEY not answering the question, 

Mr. HUNT. I asked a question of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and have received no answer. I || 
am accustomed to be treated with civility. I] 

Mr. DISNEY. The question which the gen- || 
tleman asks should be addressed to his colleague, || 
and not to me. 1] 

Mr. HUNT. I would ask my colleague to || 
accept a modification of his amendment so as to | 
include the New Orleans and Opelousas railroad, | 
and also the New Orleans and Jackson railroad. 
This would embrace all the railroads in Louisiana. 

Mr. PERKINS. I feel a very great interest, || 
Mr. Speaker, in the passage of every bill which || 
affects Louisiana; but | cannot, under the circum- |, 
stances, yield to my colleague. If I did so, I || 
would endanger the fate of not only the bill now || 
before the House, but all the other Louisiana bills. 

Mr. HUNT. If have nothing to say, except 
that I desire the House to keep its eye upon the | 
course of favor. 

Mr. DISNEY. The amendment reported by | 
the House is simply to strike out the various roads | 
provided for in the Senate bill, leaving only two | 
roads, one from Pontiac, terminating at Lake Su- | 
perior, and another road from Grand Rapids, term- 
inating at Mackinaw. These two roads are pro- | 
vided for in the Senate bill. For the satisfaction || 


of the House, I announce here, that it is not my || 
purpose to make a speech upon this subject; nor 
will I inflict upon the House any argument to 
show the propriety of passing this or any other 
kindred bills. Enough has Theth said already 
upon this subject. By way of a general statement 
of facts, | now proceed to apprise the House that 
this bill provides for four hundred and nineteen 
miles of railroad, embracing a grant of one mil- | 
lion six hundred and forty-four thousand acres of 
uncultivated land. In order to dispose of this 
matter I call the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the bill | 
upon the table. 

Mr. PERKINS. I ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would like to oblige the | 
gentleman, but [ cannot withdraw the demand. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to suspend || 
the rules, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union. | 

Mr. PERKINS. I appeal to the courtesy of | 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] to with- 
draw his demand for the previous question. lL 
was under the impression that I had the floor, as | 
1 was certainly recognized by the Speaker. 

Mr. WARREN. The gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee [Mr. Jones] was not entitled to the oor 
to make the motion he did, as the gentfeman from | 
Ohio [Mr. Disney] had not yielded the floor. ‘The | 
ages from Ohio called the previous question. | 

he gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Perkins] | 
rises in his place, was recognized by the Chair, | 
and appealed to the gentleman from Ohio to with- | 
draw the demand for the previous question, and | 
the gentleman from Louisiana had never yielded | 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio | 
[Mr. Disney] demanded previous question. | 
The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ciive- | 
MAN] rises in his place, was regularly recognized | 
by the Chair, and moved to lay the bill upon the | 
table. At that point the gentleman from Louis- 
iana (Mr. Peruiws] rose and appealed to the gen- 
Ueman from North Carolina to withdraw his de- | 
mand for the previous question. The gentleman | 
from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] then moved thatthe | 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PERKINS. The gentleman from Ohio, 
Diswey,} as [ understand it, withdrew the 

emand for the previous question, in order that I 
might have five minutes to explain the amendment 
I have offered to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair heard nothing of 

arrangement at all between the two gentle- 
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|| bill in five minutes after the committee shall have 
|, resumed its consideration. 


| if it is in order to do so, to the gentleman from 


|| Carolina has made an attack upon the Committee 


| Etheridge, Everhart, Parley, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, 
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— If made at all, it must have been made after | SS eee ie Clark, Som os John G. Davis, 
t : sney, Dunbar, Pastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands 

a Pa ee ert Carolina moved to lay 1 Thomas D. Eliot, Goodrich, Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, 
. . || Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris 

Mr. PERKINS. | appeal to the gentleman || Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland 
from North Carolina to withdaw his motion. || Jonés, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, McDougall, Mace, 
Mr. CLINGMAN. The Committee on Public | Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Morgan, 


F ~~ || Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, John Perkins 
Lands has taken up too much of the time of this | Phelps, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Sabin, Seward, George 


House already. If 1 could, I would lay every one | W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John 
of these land bills upon the table. I cannot with- || 1:. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Upham, Warren, Etlibu B. 
draw the motion I made. || Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Mr. PHELPS. I move the usual resolution || re ae 
to close debate in the Committee of the Whole on | 5° the bill was laid upon the table. 
the state of the Union on the naval appropriation || Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to reconsider the 
| vote by which the bill was laid upon the table, 
|| and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The SPEAKER. That motion would take | The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled that 
precedence of all other motions. | the motion to lay upon the table is nanenenanr es 
The question was taken; and the motion was || 88 there can be no debate. The question will be 
reed to. || taken upon the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move to reconsider the vote || The question was put; and the motion was not 


| by which the resolution to close debate upon the || agreed to. 


naval appropriation bill was adopted, and to lay | GRANT OF LAND TO FLORIDA. 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. _ || Mi. DISNEY. 1am instructed by the Com- 
‘ain was put; and the latter motion |! mittee on Public Lands to report back Senate bill 
5 p , || No. 98, with an amendment, making a grant of 
aa ree so Ee ceeelehas acu om | land to the State of Florida to aid in the construc 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || — ne ~ wee een desk 
in order to let the vote be taken upon the bill. |] a ; 
Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 1 would appeal, | ee ean i move te lay the bill upon 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Disney] has the floor, and until he yields, 
Cries of ‘Order!’ “* Order!” the gentleman cannot make the motion. 
eee one toi Mr. MAXWELL. | desire to ask the gentle- 
Mr. CLINGMAN o. ie dante es say to my || man from Ohio to yield me the floor for a moment. 
friend from Louisiana, that | would do anything opp t yield to the gentleman fom 
{ could consistently to oblige him, but 1 would do | a : : 
anything to abolish entirely the Committee on } _ oe — —_ — 
parse Lane, and I have been of that opinion for | eal as to the bill and cneshaae which he — 
twelve months past; and under such circumstances | d 
I cannot withdraw my motion, acs T . a 
oe r. DISNEY. The bill which is reported from 
came I insist upon the regular order ] the Committee on Public Lands is reported as an 


| , 
Mr. WAARREW. As thegentleman from North 1 aegptinmath Dalteiehtie 


North Carolina to allow me five minutes to ex- | 
plain this amendment. 


The SPEAKER. The original bill will be read, 
: , ‘ and then the amendment as reported by the com 
ONMis, PERKINS. ‘T would inchaive of the Chair | Mittee, and the gentleman from Florida will sus- 


; ; until that is done. 
if a motion to suspend the rules, to enable me to pubs vised ob . 


heh sanetiow 0 deck td be j d Mr. MAXWELL. I desire to relieve the 
make tne explanation & desire, would be In order. || Fy ouse from the loss of time’ which will occur from 
I only ask five minutes to explain an important 


athieddivienst || the reading of the bill, as I-proepose to submit a 


Mr. MATTESON. L[ object. || Sabationte Sor 4. 

Mr. PERKINS. Is it not in orfer to move to | FRANCIS DAINESE. 
suspend the rules? || Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the gentlemanfrom 

The SPEAKRR. It would be in order to move || Florida to yield to me a moment, that | may re- 
to suspend the rules were it not that there is a mo- || port, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, a 
tion pending to lay the bill upon the table which || bill, simp!y that it may be referred and printed, 
has precedence. and nothing else. ; 

Mr. PERKINS. I then ask permission to Mr. MAXWELL. I haveno objection; and I 
write out and’ print the facts and statistics which || yield for that purpose. 
I have desired to state in connection with this|| Mr. CHANDLER thereupon reported, from 
bill || the Committee on Foreign Affairs, a bill for the 

Cries of ** Agreed !” ** Agreed !’’] 


\|'relief of Francis Dainese; which was read a first 

he SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection. || and second time by its title, referred to a Committee 

Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. I calffor the | of the Whole House, made the order af the day 
yeas and nays upon the motion to lay the bill | for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


upon the table. GRANT OF LAND TO FLORIDA—AGAIN. 


1, Se ainireianh . | Mr.MAXWELL. Lasck thatmy amendment, 
98 nape 72: os fellows: put; and resulted—yeas | by way of substitute, may be read. a 

; was dingly read, as fol- 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, Thomas IT. || ) The amendment —we, : 
Bayly, Ball, Benson, Bocock, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, || ‘8: 
Carpenter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Cling- That the right and privilege is hereby granted to the State 
man, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, cular, Curtis, Cutting, || of Florida, to aid in the construction of contemplated lines 
De Witt, Dickinson, Edmundson, John M. Eljiott, Ellison, || of railroads in said State, from the Avantic océai, hear the 








| island of Amelia, to Tampa Bay and the Gulf of atiete 
Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Grey, Hamil. || and from Cedar Key to the north line of the oi 
ton, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Ingersoll, || Jacksonville to Pensacola bay, will an exte to St. 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones,J.Glancy Jones, Keitt, | fy ANE 
SS desman Kurtz, Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Linds- || State in the direction to Montgomery, Alabanra ; eaiaes 
Maidtcowuris, Milson, Merrison, Murray, Nichole, Aae|| upon each side of the centrat line Of each toad, upOb the 
iddles' i, n- || upon eac , y centre 2 Upe 
drew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peckham,Pennington, Bishop | terms and conditions hereinafter mentioned: Ande right 
Eeshiop, Pomel, Poencny asin Eusmearctoa: Dew || of eeaiegiien Po nie vad pawn peek deeodeads 
cme obbins 3 ur w e said Sta ‘ ’ . on 
Siinmons, William ‘Smith. Strauh, Nathanie G. "Taslor, | ws weagrere Os sae by - raat of Mar tet = 
ansan Wheele } posed 0 directed. 
Homwise B. Wright, and colliomeeswh. Peonpel i] Florida shail have the:-rightof purchasing’ tite land #0 ec~ 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Banks, || lected, for the period of tem years at the price now estab« 
B @, Barry, Benton, Bliss, Campbell, Caruthers, || lished by law, which shall r unaltered during 
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Andrew’s bay, and from Pensacola to the north line.of the” 
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period without graduation or reduction: Provided, That | 
said lands shail be selected, and the construction of said rail- | 
roads actua!ly commenced, within eighteen months from the | 
passage of this act, or the said landshall be again subjected | 
to sale and private entry under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. > 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all land remain- 
ing unpatd for at the expiration of ten years from the time 
the same shall have been selected by Florida, shall revert 
back to the United States. But in case the construction of 
said roads is aciually commenced, the said State may, during 
the period of ten years from the time of selection, sell or 
transfer its right to preémption and purchase, granted as 
aforesaid, to corporations or individvals, but no title shall 
vest in any such purchaser or grantee, until a duly certified 
copy of such acts of the Legistature of the said State of 
Florida, making such grants or transfer, shall be presented 
to the receiver of the proper land office, and payment made 


for said lands, at the price aforesaid, alter which a patent | 


shall jasue to any such purchaser or grantee in the manner 
provided by law: Provided, That this act shall not apply | 
to any lands on which there is a preémption right or actual | 
cultivation, nor to any reserved lands for naval or military 
stations, nor to any school, saline, or mineral lands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the United States | 
mails shall be at all times transported on the railroads men- | 
tioned in this act, under the direction of the proper officers 





| 
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| 





Mr. JONES. 1 demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wirte and 
Parker were appointed. 


| The question was taken; and the ——— was | 
|| disagreed to, the tell having reported—ayes 
|r iad, \| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


forty-seven, noes not counted. ; 
So the House refused to resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
I propose to move the suspen- | 


Mr. READY. : 
sion of the rules in order to take up a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to lay upon the table, which is privileged over all 
others, except the motion to go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
and nays on the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s motion; 
and it was agreed to—yeas 98, nays 66; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Belcher, Bocock, Bridges, Car- 


and for such compensation as Congress may by law direct. || penter, Caskie, Chastain, oe ee tae 
|| lom, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dic ick- 
The SPEAKER. There are several amend- || : : ; gi , : 


ments pending to the original bill reported by the 
gentleman from Ohio. It isin order to perfect the 


original bill, and then to perfect the substitute || 


proposed by the gentleman from Florida, which has 
just been read, and then to vote between the two. | 

Mr. MAXWELL. In order to save the un- 
necessary consumption of the time of the House, 
I would inquire whether the gentleman from Ohio | 
accepts the substitute which I have proposed and 
which has just been read at the Clerk’s desk. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would presume 
that the gentleman from Ohio has no such power 
over the report which he has been instructed by the 
committee to submit to the House. 

Mr. DISNEY. I was just about making the | 
same remark in reply to the gentleman from Flor- | 
ida. I have no power to accept the gentleman’s 
substitute in lieu of what 1 have reported as the 
action of the committee. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I suppose that the accept- 
ance of the report might be fad by the unanimous 
consent of the House. My suggestion is made 
with the view of saving time and progressing our 
business. 

Mr. WARREN. I do not suppose that the 
gentleman from Ohio has any personal objection 
to the proposition, and I trust, as that is the only 
legitimate way of reaching it, that there may be 
unanimous consent to the modification of the com- 
mittee’s report as indicated. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 have reported the bill with | 
amendments, at the direction of the committee. I 
have no power to chafige that report, although I 
will say, at the same time, that I have not per- | 
zonally the least objection to the acceptance of 
the gentleman’s substitute for the bill, as amended 
by the committee. The substitute is entirely ac- 
ceptable. But we may as well proceed to vote; 
the matter can soon be determined by the House. 
I therefore call for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
bill and amendments upon the table. And | also 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the | 
Whele on the state of the Union. 

[Cries of ** No!’’ * Let us take the’ vote first on 
the bill!’’) 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. Speaker, has the 
morni ur expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Is it notin order to move | 
that the House do now proceed to the considera- | 
tion of the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order when the 
House votes down the proposition to go into the | 
Comeniiin of the Whole on the state of the | 

pion. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. I hope that the motion | 
to go into committee will be voted down, so that | 
~ motien which I have indicated may be sub- | 
mitted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I trust that the eat | 
will not resolve itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union until we have | 
— of some general business, which ought 
a attended to at this time. 

_+ He question was put on going into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on koaaea the Union; 
and, on a division, there were—ayes fifty. 








|| inson, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. 


Elliott, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, 
Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Good- 
rich, Grey, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Haven, 
Hibbard, Hiester, lowe, Ingersoll, David T’. Jones, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, 
Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lyon, McCulloch, Mac- 


|| donald, McNair, Maurice, May, Middleswarth, Smith 


Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, An- 
drew Oliver, Parker, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Powell, 
Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Seymour, Shaw, Simmons, Willam R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, *Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 


|| Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Trout, Vansant, Wade, Wal- 
| ley, Walsh, Israel Washburn, Wheeler, Witte, and Hend- 
| rick B. Wright—98. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercombie, James C. Allen, Banks, 
Barksdale, Barry, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bristow, Bugg, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chase, Cobb, Cook, 
Corwin, John G. Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Dunham, East- 
man, Edgerton, English, Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, 
Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, 
Harrison, Hendricks, Henn,Houston, Hughes, Knox,Lamb, 


|| Latham, Lindley, McDougall, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, 


Mayall, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Pratt, Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Sapp, Seward, Singleton, 
Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, 


| Upham, Warren, Eltibu 8. Washburne, Wells, John Went- 


worth, Westbrook, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—66. 
So the bill and amendments were laid upon the 


| table. 


Mr. LETCHER. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill and amendments were laid 
upon the table. 

The question was taken; and the Houfe refused 
to reconsider. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Has the morning hour ex- 


ired? 
It has. 


I helieve that I am entitled to 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. PHELPS. Then I move that the rules be | 


suspended, and that the House do now proceed 
to the consideration of the business upon the 


| Speaker’s table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BENTON. [ ask for the suspension of 
the gentleman’s motion but for a single moment. 

The SPEAKER. Until the expiration of the 
morning hour the gentleman from Ohio and his 
colleagues upon the Committee on Public Lands 
were entitled to the floor, it being in order to 
call upon committees for reports. The morn- 
ing hour has expired, and the gentleman from 
Missouri moves that the House proceed .to the 
consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, which motion is in order. The gentieman 
from Alabama follows that motion with another 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. That is the pending ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DISNEY. I would inquire of the Chair 
whether I was not upon the floor and recognized 
when the gentleman from Missouri submitted his 
motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was upon 
the floor; but, under the rules of the House, the 
morning hour having expired, the gentleman from 
Missouri had the right to take it from him and to 
submit the motion that the rules be suspended and 





I demand the yeas | 
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that the House do now proceed to the considera. 
tion of the business upon the Speaker’s tab}. 
The motion first before the House, however, j, 
the motion that the rules be suspended, and tha: 
the House do now resolve itself into the Commit. 


Mr. PHELPS. My colleague desires to syb. 
mit a proposition, and I yield tor that purpose, 

Mr. BENTON. I ask that the Committee of 
the Whole House may be discharged from the 
further consideration of Senate bill (No. 170) for 
the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, adininistratrix 
of Lieutenant Colone] A2neas Mackay, late a dep. 
uty quartermaster in the United States Army. 


GENERAL JACKSON’sS SWORD. 

Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, noti. 
fying the House that that body had passed a reg. 
olution accepting the sword of General Andrew 
Jackson, and returning the thanks of Congress to 
the family of General Robert Armstrong therefor, 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
House do now proceed to the consideration of the 
resolution just brought to us from the Senate. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. As the cere. 
mony of presentation is to be an interesting one, 
and there are a great many ladies who desire to 
be present, and are unable to get in the galleries, | 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
ladies be admitted upon the floor on the occasion, 

Cries of ‘‘ Agreed !”’ ** Object !’’] 
Ir. HAMILTON. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

{Greae confusion prevailed in the Flall.] 

he SPEAKER, (after repeated attempts to call 
the House to order.) The Chair announces to 
the House that no business can be done except in 
order, so long as the present incumbent occupies 
the chair. If it is the purpose of the House to do 
business in the present state of disorder they must 
select some other person to preside in his place. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I ask if this motion to 
suspend therulesis inorder? Isthere not another 
motion to suspend the rules pending? 

TheSPEAKER. The other motion was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. WARREN. The gentleman from Mary- 
land is surely not serious in demanding the yeas 
and nays upon this motion. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Iam. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was put; and two thirds having 
voted in the affirmative, the rules were suspended. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER directed the officers of the 
House to execute its order, and open the doors for 
the admission of ladies. 

The doors were thrown open, and a large num- 
ber of ladies in attendance were admitted, occu- 
pying most of the members’ seats in the outskirts, 
while the members themselves removed into the 
area in front of the Speaker’s chair; the lobbies 
were filled by gentlemen entitled to admission on 
the floor of the House; the galleries were crowded 
almost to suffocation; and with the sword itself 
lying in sight of all upon the Speaker’s desk, the 
scene presented was most imposing. 

After a pause of some minutes, the joint resolu- 
tion was read, as follows: 

AA resolution to accept the sword of General Andrew Jackson, 


and returning the thunks of Congress to the family of the 
late General Robert Armstrong. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be presented 
to the family of the late General Robert Armstrong for the 
present of the sword worn by General Andrew Jackson 
while in the service of bis country, and that this precious 
relic be hereby accepted in the name of the nation, and be 
deposited for safe-keeping in the Department of State, and 
that a copy of this resoiution be presented to the family of 
the late General Robert Armstrong. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. In asking the 
consideration of the resolution just read, justice 
to the occasion requires a few remarks from me, 
and I only regret that this responsibility had not 
devolved upon some one more capable than | of 
performing so important a duty. 

In all ages, and in all cofintries, it has been cus- 
tomary to commemorate the deeds of illustrious 
men. Painting, poetry, and sculpture have been 
brought into requisition to rea the memory 
of their achievements, and to keep alive, in the 
hearts of the young, veneration for their ancestors, 
and pride of country. ‘ 

Every capital in Christendom is adorned with 
monuments, erected to the brave and wise, who 
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have, by counsel or deeds, given direction to the || 





The family of General Armstrong, actuated by 
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| bor and personal friend. The confidence which 








policy, or iilustrated the pages of their country’s | the patriotic impulses which ever characterized | General Jackson, who knew him so long and se 


history. Their museums are filled with relics, || 

which, from their intimate personal association | 

with the gallant dead, ever keep vividly before | 
the mind their public acts and private virtues. | 

These teach lessons as impressive as towering | 

monuments or glowing canvas, 

Brief as our existence has been, the history of | 
no nation on earth has been so fruitful of stirring | 
incidents—incidents which have had an influence || 
not only upon our own land, but upon the civil- | 
ized world. The painters’ art has adorned the 
walls of our Capitol with representations of some 
of the most important of these events. Here we 
have the first grand scene of our Revolution—the | 

Declaration of Independence—upon which no | 

American can look without experiencing feelings | 

of the most ennobling character. The very features 

are preserved ofthe statesmen who proclaimed doc- 
trines which startled the world from its long leth- 
argic sleep; revived again the spirit of Sydney and | 
of Hampden, and gave the first just conception of 
the true dignity and capacity of man. Their voices | 
are all hushed in death; but the echo of the appeal || 
of 1776 still lives, and is reverberating throughout | 
the earth, making strong the arms and hearts of || 
those who for their rights and liberties would 
proudly welcome death and the grave. 

With what glowing pride do we look upon the | 
battle scenes here portrayed. Battles fought, not | 
to further the schemes of ambition, but in defense of 
freedom and universal humanity. No enslaved 
people have bewailed the triumphs of our warriors, 
but the whole earth has arisen and pronounced 
them blessed. 

The battles and victories which the artist has 
kere celebrated were still fresh and green in the 
memory of the people when the nation was again 
called to arms to vindicate its honor and the rights | 
of man. Many of the leading spirits of the Rev- 
elution still lived. Upon some the palsying hand 
of time had been heavily laid, but in their hearts 
the love of country and the fires of patriotism still 
brightly burned. ‘They urged the young to the con- 
flict. The voice of Jefferson rang through the land || 
cheering the brave, nerving the arms of the timid, 
and giving hope and courage to the heartsofall. The 
warriors of the Revolution who still retained their 
vigor buckled on their armor for the conflict. Con- 
spicuous among these were Van Rensselaer, of 
New York, Smith, of Maryland, and Jackson, of 
Tennegsee. Our countrymen, under the lead of 
their gallant commanders, triumphed upon the 
land and upon the sea, and established forever our 
rank among the nations of the earth. The actors 
in these scenes are fast passing away. But few 
of the gallant leaders in this glorious war still sur- 
vive, and they are fast verging upon their three- 
score and ten, and must soon be gathered to their 
fathers. Duty, gratitude, and patriotism should 
prompt us to collect trophies of their victories, and 
garner up memorials which will speak to future 
generations of their greatness and patriotism, and 
which will keep the memory of their deeds of 
noble daring alive forever in the heart of the na- 
tion. 

Not long before the death of that distinguished 
chieftain, Andrew Jackson, he placed the sword 
he had worn inall of his battles in the war of 1812, 
in the hands of a friend, to be delivered to his com- 
patriot in arms, thedate General Robert Armstrong, 
who had, in an eminent degree, commanded his 
respect and enjoyed his confidence. These two 
lamented patriots had shared together the hard- 
ships of the camp and the dangers of the battle- 
field; and the bestowal of this relic by the ilius- 
trious hero was a Git testimonial of his appreciation 
of one whose courage he had seen tested on many 
a bloody field, and whose patriotism had often 
elicited the warmest gratitude and highest applause 
of his countrymen. 

_ It was at-the battle of Enotochopceo, where the 
litle army commanded by Jackson was almost 
surrounded by the enemy, and, in the heat of 
the conflict, General Armstrong was severely 
wounded. But he did not desert his post; and 
when unable longer to wield a sword or stand upon 
his feet, he clung toa small tree which stood near 
him, and cried, ‘* My brave fellows, some may fall, 
but save the cannon!” Such bravery elicited the 
thanks and gratitude of his commander, and made 
him the worthy recipient of the favorite weapon 
worn by him on that trying occasion. 


| 














|, where that great man lived, and where his remains 


|} age, and who inhabit the mountains and the 


| lowed and upheld his standard in ali his victories— | 


| is but a common impulse of that human nature 


their sire, have placed this sword at the dis 

of Congress, It seems to me eminently fit that it | 
should become the property of the Government, 
and be placed among the trophies of our victories | 
and the mementoes of our heroes, for it is associ- | 


, ated with the names of two of the ‘bravest of 


the brave,”’ and with battles the history of which | 
will fill the brightest pages in our country’s annals. | 

In moving the adoption of the resolution on your | 
table, accepting the’’word, I do not feel called upon 


which have entered into the history of the nation, 
and become the heritage of his countrymen. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Mr. Speaker, it being 


_my fortune to represent the Hermitage district, 


giving utterance to emotions which fill me on this 
— occasion. The martial renown of Andrew | 
ackson has become national property. But it 
must be allowed to Tennesseans to feel more than 
an ordinary interest in that renown, and in this 
occasion. The brave-hearted the world over, lL 
apprehend, pay to his heroic spirit their true | 
homage; wk gm well imagine that even the | 
boldest, when treading the paths of danger, walk | 
more erect and confident under the broad sun- 
light of his chivalrous history; yet, to those who 
were his neignbors when he tenanted the Hermit- 


valleys which sent forth the gallant men who fol- 


men, who saw this very sword unsheathed on all 
his brilliant and perilous battle-fields—I say, sir, 
to such a people, something more than this feeling 


which we all readily comprehend. The sons of | 
those gallant men are the present young men of 
Tennessee. As these young men catch a glimpse | 
of this shining blade passing into the depository | 
of the nation’s precious relics, how can it be other- 
wise than that their hearts will throb with quick- | 
ened pulsations of patriotic State and National 
pride? Rest assured, sir, that they feel, and must | 
ever feel, a lofty and commendable State pride in 
the military reriown and unquestioned personal 
heroism of Andrew Jackson. I hesitate not to 
say, sir, that this feeling has contributed in no | 
small degree fo the full development of that chiv- | 
alric sentiment which has ever characterized the 
volunteer troops of Tennessee when their country 
has demanded their services in the field. 

Allow me to say, sir, that I for near twenty 
years have held a position of antagonism, more or 
less, to those who have claimed to be the especial 
political friends of General Jackson, and in that 
State our contests have been sharp, animated, and 
continuous, through that long period. I mention 
this merely by way of suggesting that the senti- 
ments to which | have one utterance are ex- 
pressed with the more freedom from all undue 





— or bias. They are sentiments such as || 


feel that no native Tennessean, and I trust no 
citizen of any other State in our glorious Confed- | 
eracy,can fail cordially and heartily to respond to. 
They should be held in common by the whole 
American people; for this very sword, sir, gleamed 
over that memorable battle field of whic — 
citizen of the Union is so justly proud, and whic 
has unquestionably given a more world-wide fame 
to American prowess than any other single battle 
field which has ever emblazoned the bright annals 
of American warfare. Let the sword, sir, be pre- 
served and transmitted carefully to posterity. Let | 
it be deposited, along with the sword-and camp | 
chest of Washington and the staff and printing | 
press of Franklin, among the most precious relics 
of a grateful country, preserved and cared for as 
high incentives to the honorable ambition of Amer- 
ican youth, as long as Liberty shall have a home | 
or the Union of these States an existence among | 





the nations of the earth. 

But, sir, I will herepause. I will not dwell upon 
a theme which has already been enlarged upon | 
by others with so mach more ability than | 
sess. I will trespass upon the valugble time of the | 
House only fora moment longer. | cannot, in | 
justice to my own feelings, withhold a brief allu- 
sion to General Robert Armstrong, from whose 
family this present is received. He was my neigh- | 





|| instances it is so: in the greater part not. 


|| no control. 


well, reposed in the sterling qualities of his heart 
and head, is itself a sufficient eulogy, requiring ne 
| . . 
| aid from anything I can offer. 1 must, however, 
| say that | held him to be oneof the bravest, most 
| magnanimous, and most truly kind-hearted men 
it was ever my good fortune personally to know, 
| In conclusion, I need hardly add that | take it for 
| granted the resolutions will be sanctioned, not only 
unanimously, but with the most cheerful alacrity 


| by every American Representative. 
to pronounce a eulogy upon General Jackson. He || 
needs it not. ‘* God blessed him with length of 
days and he filled them with deeds of glory,’ 


Mr. BENTON said: Mr. Chairman, the man- 
ner in which this sword has been used for the honor 
and benefit of the country, is known to the world: 
the manner in which the privilege was obtained 
of so using it, is but little known; even to the liv- 
ing age, and must be lost to posterity unless pre- 
served by contemporaneous history. At the same 


| time itis well worth knowing, in order to show what 
| are entombed, the House will pardon me for briefly | 


difficulties talent may have to contend with, what 


| mistakes Governments may commit, and upon 


what’chances and accidents it may depend that 
the greatest talent, and the purest patriotism, may 
be able to get into the service of its — 
| There is a moral in such history which it may 
| instructive toGovernments and to people to learn. 
When a warrior, or a statesman, is seen in the 
midst of his career and in the fullness of his glory, 
showing himself to be in his natural place, people 
| overlook his previous steps and suppose he had 
| been called by a general voice—by wise councils 
| —to the fulfillmentof a naturaldestiny. In afew 
In the 
| greater part there is a toilsome, uncertain, dis- 
couraging, and mortifying progress to be gone 
| through before the future resplendent man is able 
| to get on the theatre, which is to give him the use 
| of his talent. So it was with Jackson. He had 
| his difficulties to surmount, and surmounted them. 
| He conquered savage tribes and the conquerors of 
| the conquerors of Europe; but he had to conquer 
| his own Government first—and did it—and that 
| was, for him, the most difficult of the two; for, while 
| his military victories were the regular result of a 
| genius for war and brave troops to execute his plans 
| —enabling him to command success—his civil vic- 
| tory over his own Government was the result of 
| chances and accidents, and the contrivances of 
| others, in which he could have but little hand, and 
I proceed to give some view of this 
| inside and preliminary history, and-have some 
qualification for the task, having taken some part, 
_ though not great, in ali that I relate. 

Retired from the United States Senate, of which 
he had been a member, and from the supreme 
judicial bench of his State, on which he had sat aa 

| Judge, this future warrior and President—and alike 
| tlustrious in both characters—was living upon his 


|| farm, on the banks of the Cumberland, when the 


| war of 1812 broke out. He was a major general 
| in the Tennessee militia—the only place he would 
| continue to hold—and to which he had been elected 
| by the contingency of one vote—so close was the 
| chance for a miss in this first step. Hie friends 
believed that he had military genius, and proposed 
| him for the brigadier’s appointment which was 
allotted to the West. hat appointment was 
| given to another, and Jackson remained, unnoticed, 
| on his farm. Soon another appointment of general 
was allotted to the West. Jackson was proposed 
in; and was again left to attend to his farm. 
Then a batch of generals, as they were called, waa 
| authorized by law—six at a time—and from all 
parts of the Union; and then his friends believed 
that surely his time had come. Not so the fact. 
| The six appointments went elsewhere, and the hero 
| patriot, who was born to lead armies to victory, 
| was still left to the care of his fields, while incom- 
| petent men were leading our troops to defeat, to 
captivity, to slaughter: for that is the way the 
| war opened. The door to military service seemed 
| to be closed and barred against him; and was so, 
| 80 far as the Government was concerned. 
| It may be wondered why this re to 
| appointment of Jackson, who, though not yet the 
greatly distinguished, was stilla man of mark— 
| had been a Senator, and a supreme judge, and 
| was still a major general, and a man of tried and 
heroic courage. I can tell the reason. He had a 
| great many home enemies, for he was a man of 
| decided temper, had a great many contests, no 
| compromises, always went for a clean victory, er 
|a clean defeat; though placable after the contest 
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was over. That was one reason, but not the main || in which he would have acted, not only without, 


ene. The Administration had a prejudice against 


him on account of Colonel Burr, with whom he | 


had been associated in the American Senate, and 


to whom he gave a hospitable reception in his | 
house, at the time of his western expedition, rely- | 
ing upon his assurance that his designs were | 


avninst the Spanish dominion in Mexico, and not 
againet the integrity of this Union. These were 
some of the causes, not all, of Jackson’s rejection 
from Federal military employment. 


I was a then, and one of his aids, and be- | 


lieved in his military talent and patriotism, greatly 


attached to him, and was grieved arid vexed to | 
see him passed by when so much incompetence | 


was preferred. Besides, | was to go with him, 
and his appointment would be partly my own. | 
was vexed, as were all his friends, but I did not 
despair as most of them did. I turned from the 


Government to ourselves—to our own resources— | 


and looked to the chapter of accidents to turn up 
a chance for incidental employment, confident that 


he wouid do the rest for himself if he could only | 


get a start. I was in this mood in my office, a 


young lawyer with more books than briefs, when | 


the tardy mail of that time, one ‘‘ raw and gusty 


day”’ in February, 1812, brought an act of Con- | 


gress authorizing the President to accept organ- 


ized bodies of volunteers, to the extent of fifty | 


thousand—to serve for one year—and to be called 


into service when some emergency should require | 
I knew that Jackson | 


it. Here was a chance. 
could raise a general’s command, and trusted to 


events for him tobe called out, and felt thatone year | 


was more than enough for him to prove himself. I 


drew up a plan—rode thirty miles to his house, | 


that same raw day in February—rain, hail, sleet, 
wind—and such roads as we then had there in 


winter—deep in rich mud and mixed with ice. I | 
arrived at the Hermitage—a name then but little | 


known—at night fall, and found him solitary ,and 


almost alone, but not quite; for it was the evening | 


mentioned in the * Thirt 
found him with the lamb and the child between 
his knees. I laid the plan before him. He was 
struck with it—adopted it—acted upon it. We 
began to raise volunteer companies. While this 
was going on an order arrived from the War De- 
partment to the Governor, (Willie Blount,) to de- 
tach fifteen hundred militia to the Lower Missis- 
sippi, the object to meet the British, then expected 
to make an attempt on New Orleans. The Gov- 
ernor was a-friend to Jackson, and to his country. 
He agreed to accept his three thousand volunteers 
instead of the fifteen hundred drafted militia. He 
issued an address to his division. I galloped to 
the muster grounds and harangued the young 
men. The success was ample. Three regiments 
were completed—Coffee, William Hall, Benton, 


Years’ View,’’ when | 


the colonels; and in December, 1812, we descended | 


the Cumberland and the Mississippi in a fleet of 


flat-bottomed boats, and landed at Natchez. There | 


we got the news that the British would not come 
that winter—a great disappointment, and a fine 
chance lost. 

We remained in camp, six miles from Natchez, 
waiting ulterior orders. In March they came— 
not orders for further service, or even to return 


were. The command was 
of the President, and by the then Secretary at 
War, General Armstrong. I well remember the 
day—Sunday morning, the 25th day of March, 
1813. The first I knew of it was a message from 


the General to come to him at his tent; for, théugh | 


as colonel of a regiment I had ceased to be aid, 
yet my place had not been filled, and I was sent 
for as much.as ever. He showed me the order, 
and also his character, in his instant determination 
not to obey it, but to lead his volunteers home. 
He had sketched a severe answer to the Secretary 
at War, and gave it to me to copy, and arrange 
the matter of it.. It was very severe. I tried hard 
to get some parts softened, but impossible. I 
have never seen that letter since, but would know 
it if | should meetit in any form, anywhere, with- 
out names. 4 concurred with the General in the 
determination to take home our ng troops. 
He then called a * council’? of the eld officers, as 
he called it, though there was’ but little of the 
council in it—the only object being to hear his 
determination, and take measures for executing it. 
The officers were unanimous in their determina- 


; 
} 


sitive, in the name || 


|| son’s case. 





1] 
| 


| 
1} 
| 


| but against a “ council.” 


their determination, as much so as the general was 
himself; for the volunteers were composed of the 
best young men of the country—farmers’ sons, 
themselves clever young men, since filling high 
offices in the State and the Federal Government— 
intrusted to these officers by their fathers, in full 
confidence that they would act a father’s part by 
them; and the recreant thought of turning thenr 
loose, on the lower Mississippi, five hundred 
miles from home without the means of getting 
home, and a wilderness and Indian tribes to tra- 
verse, did not find a moment’s thought in any one’s 
‘| bosom. To carry them back was the instant and 
indignant determination; but great difficulties were 
in the way. The cost of getting back three thou- 


| sand men, under such circumstances, must be 


again. We have all heard of his responsibilities— 
his readiness to assume political responsibility 
when the public service required it: he was now 
equally ready to take responsibility of another kind 
|| —moneyed responsibility! and that beyond the 
|| whole extent of his fortune! He had no military 


chest—not a dollar of public money—and three 
| thousand men were not to be conducted five hun- 

dred miles through a wilderness country and In- 
‘dian tribes without a great outlay of money. 

Wagons were wanted, and many of them, for 

transport of provisions, baggage, and the sick, su 
+ numerous among new trocps. He had no money 

to hire teams; he impressed: and at the end of 
|| the service gave drafts upon the quartermaster 
general of the southern department (General 
Wilkinson’s) for the amount. 
| ten dollars a day,coming and going. They were 
numerous. It was a service of two months: the 
amount to be incurred was great. He incurred 
| it! and, as will be seen, at imminent risk of his 
ownruin. This assumption on the General’s part 
|| met the first great difficulty, but there were lesser 
|| difficulties, still serious, to be surmounted. The 


|, troops had received no pay: clothes and shoes | 
|| were worn out: men were in no condition fora | 


|| march so long, and so exposed. The officers had 
|| received no pay—did not expect to need money— 
|| had made no provision for the unexpected con- 
|| tingency of large demands upon their own pockets 

to enable them to do justice to their men. But 
| there was patriotism outside of the camp, as well 
as within. 
stores at our disposition—take what we needed— 
pay when convenient at Nashville. 


because he belongs to a class now struck at, and 
_ because I do notignore a friend when he is struck. 
Washington Jackson was the one | mean—Irish | 
by birth, American by choice, by law, and feeling, | 
and conduct, 
from him for my regiment, and other articles: and I 
proclaim it here, that patriotic men of foreign birth 
| may see that there are a plenty of Americans to | 
| recognize their merit—to name them with honor | 
in high places—and to give them the right hand of | 
friendship when they are struck at. 2 


| 


|| We all returned—were discharged—dispersed | 
home, but to disband the volunteers where they | 


| among our homes—«and the fine chance on which 


camea blow upon Jackson himself—the fruit of the 
| moneyed responsibility which he had assumed. His 
| transportation drafts were all protested—returned 
| upon him for payment, which was impossible— 
and directions to bring suit. This was the month 
of May. 1 was coming on to Washington on my 
own account, and cordially took charge of Jack- 
Suits were delayed until the result of 
his application for relief could be heard. Larrived 
at this city: Congress was in session—the extra 
session of the spring and summer of 1813. I 
applied to the members of Congress from Ten- 





The officers were unanimous and vehement in | 


great, and here Jackson’s character showed itself | 


The wagons were | 


The merchants of Natchez put their | 


1 will name | 
one among these patriotic merchants—name him | 


we had so much counted, was all gone. And now | 


1 took some hundred pairs shoes | 





nessee: they could do nothing. | applied to the 
| Secretary at War: he did nothing. eeks had 
passed away, and the time for delay was expiring 
at Nashville. Ruin seemed to be hovering over the 
head of Jackson, and I felt the necessity of some 
decisive movement. 1 was young then, and had 
some material in ae eerie some boldness; | 
| and the occasion brought it out. | resolved to. 
| take a step, characterized in the letter which I 

wrote to the General, as “‘ an appeal from the justice 

to the fears of the Adméinistration.’’ 1 remember the 


tion to support him; but it was one of those cases || words, though 1 have never seen the letter since. 





February 26, 
t a 
|| I drew up a memoir addressed to the Secretary at 
|| War, representing to him that these volunteers 
were drawn from the bosoms of almost eve 
substantial family in Tennessee—that the whole 
State stood by Jacksor in bringing them home— 
and that the State would be lost to the Adminis. 
tration, if he was left to suffer. It was upon this 
| last argument that I relied—all those founded jp 
_ justice having failed. It was of a Saturday morp. 
ing, 12th of June, that I carried this memoir to the 
| War Office, and delivered it. Monday morning | 
came back early, to learn the result of my argy- 
/ment. The Secretary was not yet in. opts 
| to the chief clerk, (then the afterwards Adjutant 
General Parker,) and inquired if the Secretary 
had left any answer for me before he left the 
office on Saturday. He said no; but that he ha¢ 
| put the memoir in his side pocket—the breast 
| pocket—and carried it home with him, saying he 
would take it for his Sunday’s consideration, 
|| That encouraged me—gave a gleam of hope— 
and a feeling of satisfaction. I thought it a good 
|| subject for his Sunday’s meditation. Presently 
| he arrived. J stept in before anybody to his 
| office. He told me enh and kindly, that there 
| was much reason in what I had said, but that there 
| was no way for him to do it—that Congress would 
| have to give the relief. I answered him that | 
| thought there was a way for him to do it: it was 
| to give an order to General Wilkinson’s quartor- 
| master general in the southern department, to pay 
| for so much transportation as General Jacksoi:’s 
| command would have been entitled to if it hsd 
| returned under regular orders. Upon the instant he 
| took up a pen, wrote down the very words I had 
| spoken, directed a clerk to put them into form; and 
| the work was done. The order went off immedi- 
| ately, and Jackson was relieved from imminent 
impending ruin, and Tennessee remained firm to 
| the Administration. 
Thus, this case of responsibility was over, but 
| the original cause of our concern was still in full 
force. Jackson was again on his farm, unem- 
| ployed, and the fine chance gone which had flat- 
tered us so much. But the chapter of accidents 
| soon presented another—not so brilliant as New 
| Orleans had promised, “and afterwards realized— 
| but sufficient for the purpose. The massacre at 
| Fort Mimms took place. The banks of the Mo- 
| bile river smoked with fire and blood. Jackson 
| called up his volunteers, reinforced by some mili- 
tia, marched to the*Creek nation—and there com- 
menced that career of victories which soon extorted 
the commission which had so long been denied to 
his merit, and which ended in filling the ‘“‘measure” 
of his own “and his country’s glory.”’ And 
that, Mr. Chairman, was the way in which this 
|| great man gained the privilege of using that sword 
for his country which, after triumphing in many 
fields which it immortalized, has come here, to 
repose in the hands of the representatives of a 
grateful and admiring country. , 
The resolution was ordered to be read a third 
time; and being read a third time, it was unani- 
mously passed. 


PUBLICATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that fifty thou- 
sand copies of the proceedings in both Houses, 
including the speeches of Senators and Members, 
on the occasion-of the presentation of the sword 
of General Andrew Jackson to Congress, be 
printed for the use of members. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move to amend by pro- 
viding for the printing of one hundred thousand 
copies instead of fifty thousand. 

r. WALBRIDGE. I accept the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and the motion, as 
modified, was agreed to. 


MRS. HELEN MACKAY. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] was upon the floor when the 
House, by unanimous consent, proceeded to the 
consideration of the message from the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 
consideration of Senate bill (No. 170) for the relief 
of Mrs. Helen Mackay, administratrix of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Aineas Mackay, late a deputy 
quartermaster in the United States Army. 

(Cries of ‘* Read the bill for information !’’} 

The bill was read through. It directs the proper 
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accounting officers of the Treasury, in settling the | sition of the gentleman. 

accounts of Lieutenant Colonel Mackay, deceased, || question upon the passage of the resolution. 
deputy quartermaster general in the United States || The. previous question was seconded, and the 
Army, to allow, as a credit for $25,000, the receipt || main question ordered to be put. 
of Captain MeKissack for that amount, dated}) Mr, PHELPS. I move that the rules be sus- | 
May 1, 1847, as weil as the receipt of Captain Mc- || pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 
Kissack for a similar amount, dated August 14, || Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
1847. And also, that the Secretary of the Treas- || Union. 
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I demand the previous | 


ury pay to Mrs. Helen Mackay, administratrix of | 


The SPEAKER.. That motion is not in order, | 


Colonel Aaneas Mackay, out of any money in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated, whatever || 
balance may be found due her late husband upon | 


a final settlement of his accounts in the manner 
directed by the first section of the act, 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object to the motion for 
discharging the committee from that bill. 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to suspend the rules, 
in order that the bill may be brought before the 
House for consideration, 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. BENTON. {now move that the bill be 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
previous question on the third reading of the 
bill. 

The call for the previous question received a 


second, and the main question was ordered to be | 


now put. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was read a third time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I call for the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The call for the previous question received a 
second, and the main question was ordered to be 
now put. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I offer the following joint 
resolution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the narrative and 
scientific reports of the exploring expedition under Captain 
Charles Wilkes, of the United States Navy, be printed and 
bound, under the direction of the joint committee on the 
library, and that the books be distributed as follows: One 
copy or set of the whole work to each member of the pres- 


ent Congress ; one copy or set of the whole work to some | 
library or literary institution easily accessible to the public | 
in each congressional district, to be designated by the Rep- | 


resentative of that district; and One copy or set of the 
whole work to be placed in some,literary institution or 
library by each Senator; the remainder of the copies to be 
distributed in the usual mode by the State Departunent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. That 
book has been already printed and distributed. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I move a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose which I have indicated. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

he SPEAKER, The resolution is now before 

the House. 

At the request of several members the joint res- 
olution was again read. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I demand the previous 
question upon the adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 


single suggestion? 


Mr. DICKINSON. No, sir; 1 do not yield the 


floor. 


Mr.STANTON,. My proposition is this: the | 
resolution proposes that this work shall be printed | 
under the direction of the Joint Committee on the | 
Library. Under that authority they will have the | 


right to have it printed wherever they please. It 
seems to me that the work should be done under 


the direction of the Committee on Printing, and | 


by the public printer of the House. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman, therefore, that he modify 


is resolution so as to make it printed by the. 


public printer. 
Cries of ** No!”’ “* No!”’ 
sid r. DICKINSON. I do not modify my reso- 
ution, 
Mr. STANTON. Lhave one more suggestion 
to make. Unless the printing of this work is con- 
fined to the public printer, to be regulated by the 
prices fixed by Congress, it will cost infinitely 
more than there is any necessity for. 
Cries of ** Order !’ ae 
r. DICKINSON. I do not accept the propo- 


I move to reconsider || 


Will the gen- | 
tleman from Massachusetts allow me to make a | 


|| the main question having been ordered to be put. 
Mr. RUSSELL. Is it in order to inquire of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts how much the 
| printing of this work, as proposed in his resolu- | 
|| tion, will cost ? 
|| The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 
|| Mr. DICKINSON. I wish the Hovse would |, 


|| hear me one minute in reference to the inquiry of || 
|the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


|| TheSPEAKER. No remarks are inorder. | 
|| Mr. DICKINSON. It will cost $160.000. The || 
|| House, some years ago, authorized the work to || 
| be printed, at a cost of about $1,000,000. Onl 
|| one hundred copies were ordered to be published, 
'| which were distributed to the different States of | 
the Union, and to foreign nations. 
| Mr. KEITT. I call the gentleman to order. 
| The main question has been ordered to be put. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I must be heard by the | 
| House. The plates were prepared at all this cost, | 
‘| and only one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 
| They are not worth a dollar, unless they are || 
appped to this purpose. 
| r. FLORENCE, Is it contemplated that the 
|| public printer shall print this work? I want to 
| ask one question, and I want to hear an answer. 
| TheSPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am not debating, | merely 
wish to ask a question. 
‘|| The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
shall ask q question in reference to the resolution 
under consideration? 

Cries of ‘* No!” ** Ne!” 
r. HAMILTON. I demand the yeas and 

nays upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and decided in the | 
| negative—yeas 66, nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Banks, Bennett, Ben- 
| son, Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, | 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Cook, Crocker, Cumming, | 
Curtis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dunbar, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Flagler, Giddings, Goodrich, 
| Goodwin, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Howe, Hughes, Haunt, 
|| Kerr, Lamb, Lewis, McCulloch, MeDougali, Maurice, || 
|| Meacham, Middleswarth, Murray, Norton, Parker, Peck, 
|| Pratt, Pringle, Riddie, Rowe, Sabin, Sapp, John L. Tay- 
|| lor, Teller, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walker, Wal- 
|| ley, Eltiha B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, Tap- 
|| pan Wentworth, Westbrook, and Wheeler—66. 1] 
} NAYS—Meessrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, David J. 
|| Bailey, Ball, Barksdale, Barry, Breckinridge, Bridges, || 
Brooks, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, Craige, || 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dunham, | 
Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, 
|| Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, 
|| Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Witey P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Eiester, Houston, George W. Jones, J. | 
Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Lane, Letcher, | 
Lindsley, Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, || 
Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Millson, Morri- 
son, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Bishop Perkins, John Per- | 
kins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, | 
Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Show- || 
er, Simmons, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, || 
George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard | 
H. Stanton, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Sw- | 
art, John J. Taylor, Nathanie! G. Taylor, Thur-ton, Trout, 
Vansant, Walsh, Israel Washburn, Daniel B. Wright, 
Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—101. 


So the resolution was rejected. 











| 
1} 





Mr. RICHARDSON, pending the call of the || 
roll, stated that if he had been within the bar || 
when his name was cailed, he should have voted | 
in opposition to the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was rejected, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr, WITTE. I ask the gentleman to with- | 
draw that motion for one moment. | 








Mr. PHELPS. I cannot give way further. 
Mr. WITTE. Only for one moment. I desire 
to appeal to the gentleman from Missouri that he 


| the pending question. 
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will extend to me the same courtesy that he this 
meeneg renee to his colleague, (Mr. Benton’) 

Mr. PHELPS. I am coMpelied to refuse to 
accede to the request of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. : 

Mr. WITTE. There is a bill upon the Speak- 
er’s table which I desire to take up and have 
passed. It will occupy but a moment. There 
will be no opposition. I have not taken up the 


| timeof the House. I have too much regard fer 
| the pre business—— 


Mr. PHELPS. I cannot yield the floor. 1 
insist upon my motion. I demand tellers upon 
my motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Reapy and 
EpMuNDSON Were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 75, noes 50. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whdéle on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Mixtsown in the chair,) and resumed the con- 


, sideration of Elouse bill (No. 579) making appro- 


priations for the naval service for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1856. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that there is no amendment now pending. 

Mr. WELLS. Yes, sir; I offered an amend- 
ment which was pending at the time the commit- 
tee rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled that 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. WELLS. And I appealed from that de- 
cision of the Chair, and the appeal was pending 
when the committee rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will state 
On Saturday the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr: Wex1s] submited an 


| amendment to the twenty-seventh line of the bill. 
| The Chair ruled that amendment out of order. 
|The gentleman from Wisconsin appealel from 


the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. HAVEN. Whatis the amendment? 
Mr. LETCHER. Let it be read. 
The Clerk read the amendment: 


Tn line twenty-seven which reads “ For six steam. frigates 
$3,000,000," strike ont ‘three’? and insert “two” in 
lieu thereof, and add, atthe end of the line, the following: 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to sus- 
pend the further construction of three of the six steam- 
frigates authorized to be built at the last session, as sconas 
it can be done, with a due regard for the preservation of the 


| unfinished works until the other three are completed. 


Mr. PHELPS. I wish to say a few words in 


| explanation of this matter, and I think that the 


gentleman from Wisconsin will himself see that 
the amendment ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I call the gentleman from 
Missouri to order. 
Mr. WELLS. 

few minutes. 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair will remind the 
gentleman that the appeal is not now debatable, 
the debate upon this bill having been closed by a 
resolution of the House. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I would suggest to the 
Chair that the general debate may continue under 
that resolution for five minutes, and the gentleman 
can have that time to speak in. 

Mr. PHELPS. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin desires information in regard 
to this matter, rather than that his amendment 
shall be adopted. 

Mr. WHEELER. Is that in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. WHEELER. Then I object to it. 

Mr. WALSH. The gentleman from Missouri 
grants no favors, and he ought not to expect them 


I ask that I may be heard for a 


| from others. 


Mr. WELLS. I will modify my amendment 
SO as merely to strike out “three,” and insert 
“two.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman with- 
draw his appeal ? 

Mr. WELLS. I withdraw it for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the appeal is with- 
drawn, it will not be in order for the gentleman to 
renew it. 

Mr. WELLS. .I wish simply to state—— 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
wants to know whether the gentleman is about to 
speak on the guestion of appeal ? 

Mr. WEL I ask that I may be heard for 
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fiv : minutes in respect to the nenandionans which I | ther, that either individuals are all wrong in the | to the gentleman from New York that the twenty. 


have offered; and if the House will hear me by 
unanimous consent, kethink | will be able to show 
that my amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. WHEELER, and several other Memsers, 
objected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin, that he will be 


| 
| 


| 
| 


entitled to speak for five minutes on the question | 


of the appeal. 

Mr. WELLS. In offering the amendment 
which I have submitted, 1 have done so with the 
view not of embarrassing the bill for the construc- 
tion of these frigates. It is rather to perfect that 


construction of their own vessels, or else the Gov- | 
ernment must be wrong. The two systems are 
entirely different; and it is well known that the 


only successful steamship that has been built has || 


| been built by individuals, and that those built by 


the Government are usually failures in the main. || 


For that reason it is proper, and my proposition 
is, not to waste at once so much money, and to 


| have but three vessels constructed at once, and 


bill, and that the frigates may be built more com- || 


pletely than they are likely to be, if the work is 
carried on as it now is. The amendment which 
I propose is to strike out the word ‘* three,’’ and 
insert ** two,” so as thatthe bill may appropriate 

2,000,000 instead of $3,000,000, as I think the 


smalier sum is as much as can be advantage- | 


ously expended before The next session of Con- 
gress. | would state further—— 


The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Does the 


Chair understand the gentleman from Wisconsinas | 


discussing his appeal or the proposition which he 


is now submitting?, The Chair has not ruled that | 


proposition out of order, 


r. WELLS. I am discussing my amendment | 


by the unanimous consent of the committee. 
(Cries of ** No!” ** No!’’] 
Mr. WELLS. 


then if any improvement is apparent, it can be 
carried out in the other three. For that reason, 


the Elouse will see the pertinency of the proposal || 


which I make. 
{Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. PHELPS. A few words in reply to the | 


remarks of the gentleman from Wisconsin. If I 
understand him, his position is this: The amount 
of money proposed for the construction of the 
steam frigates in this appropriation bill ought to 
be reduced because he thinks it unwise that all 


the steamers should be built at the same time. | 
That is a matter over which the Secretary of the || 


Navy has no control, because Congress, at its 
last session, directed that six first-class steam 
frigates should be built. The Secretary of the 
Navy is endeavoring to execute that law in the 
quickest possible time. He has now estimated 


the amount which he deems sufficient to complete | 


| these vessels; and if we should withhold any por- 


question, and believe that | am in order in doing | 


s0, and that my proposition is in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would suggest to 


the gentleman that it has never ruled out of order | 


such an amendment as he now proposes. 

Mr. WELLS. I understood the Chair to rule 
the amendment which | offered 
order, 

Mr. PHELPS. A word of explanation. 
understand the gentleman from Wisconsin, he 
submitted on Saturday an amendment. The Chair 
decided that amendment to be out of order. The 
gentleman from Wisconsin took an appeal. He 
now withdraws his appeal, and also withdraws 
the amendment which he then proposed. He pro- 
poses now tosubmit another amendment reducing 


| 


| tion of the appropriation proposed to be made at || 
I am discussing this whole 


the present session of Congress to be used for the 


next fiscal year, you would, perhaps, retard the || 
| construction of some two or three of these vessels, | 


and thereby increase their cost. 


The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair | 


'| would remind the gentleman from Missouri that 


to be out of || 


the question is on the appeal pendipg. 
Mr. KEITT. Certainly; and 1 call for the 


|| question to be taken. 


If 1, 


Mr. PHELPS. Then I have misunderstood 
the question. I understood that the appeal was 
withdrawn; and that the gentleman from Wiscon- 


_sin (Mr. We ts) proceeded to discuss his mod- 


the amount of money proposed to be appropriated | 
in this clause. Instead ofappropriating $3,000,000, | 
he proposes to appropriate $2,000,000. If that be | 


the state of facts 

Mr. WELLS, (interrupting.) That is not the 
case. I asked to be heard for five minutes on my 
original amendment. 

{Cries of ** Go ahead.’’} 

Mr. WELLS. That is what I am now taking 





' 


leave to speak on; and if not again interrupted, | | 
think I will express my ideas in the shortest man- || 


ner. 


was offered not to embarrass the bill, or to embar- 
rass the construction of these frigates. But my 
design in submitting it is, that these vessels may 


be the more perfect in their construction. What I | 


ask is, that three of them may be completed as 
soon as may be; and when they are so completed, 


that the Secretary of the Navy may then go on | 
and complete the other three. I desire this for the | 


very reason that, should there be any mistakes or 


avoided in the construction of the other three. I | 
would state that it is the common custom of all || 


ship builders, and of all commercial men, that 
when they wish to build a number of vessles, they 
build one or two at first, and see what improve- 
ments the 
the rule 


built by private individuals or companies. 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting ) The Chair 
would state to the gentleman from Wisconsin, that 
he must confine his remarks to the question of 
appeal. The gentleman asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to speak to his amendment, and 
that was refused. He is entitled to the floor for 
five minutes on the question of appeal. 

Mr. WELLS. | suppose it to be the common 
custom of the committee, when no objection is 
made, that the Chair should permit discussion to 
go on for the space of five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Bat objection was made 
by several gentlemen. 


Mr. WELLS. I wish to go on and state fur- 


may make in the rest. That has been | 
opted in the construction of the Cunard | 
line of steamers, of the Collins line, and of all lines | 





} 


ified amendmem this morning. I would not tres- 


| pass on the rules of the House. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not under- 


| stand the gentleman from Wisconsin as with- 


drawing his appeal. 

Mr. PHELPS, (to Mr. Wetts.) Did not the 
gentleman from Wisconsin withdraw his appeal ? 

Mr. WELLS. No; I did not. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I| acknowledge that I 
have been out of order; and I think the gentleman 


|| from Wisconsin was also out of order. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. Oh, no; he had five min- || 


utes to discuss his appeal. 
(Cries of ** Question!” ** Question !’’] 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wis- 


. , || consin submitted, on Saturday, an amendment 
As I said, the amendment which I have offered, || 


reducing the appropriation from $3,000,000 to 
$2,000,000. The Chair ruled that amendment to 


| be out of order, on the ground that it was not 


competent for the committee, in an amendment to 
an appropriation bill, to restrict or suspend the 
operations of an act of Congress. From that de- 
cision of the Chair, the gentleman from Wis- 
consin has taken an appeal; and the question is, 
‘*Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 


, t, 8 | judgment of the committee ?” 
errors in the building of them, these errors can be || 


The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 


'seventh line has been already stricken out bya 


| vote of the committee, and is not now shsceptible 


to further amendment. 
Mr. PECKHAM. Then I propose it as ay 
| amendment to the substitute. 
Mr. PHELPS. It is incompetent for the gentle. 
| man from New York to move to strike out any- 
| thing contained in the substitute just adopted. 
Mr. PECKHAM. Very good; | can take it in 
another line. 


| Mr. WHEELER. 


I think my colleague is ip 


order. This line is open to amendment. 
| Mr. PHELPS. 0, itisnot. 
(| Mr. PECKHAM. Well, certamly it is ip 


order to move to strike out something in the 
| twenty-eighth line. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The twenty-eighth line 
is not yet read. ; A 
The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
| bill: 
For Stevens’s war steamers, $250,0C0. 
Mr. PECKHAM. I move to strike out 
|| ** $250,000,’’ and insert ‘* $100,000.” 
|| Mr. HOWE. Mr. Chairman, the amendment 
‘| which I desire to propose is to come in at the end 
|| of the twenty-seventh line. Am I not entitled to 
| the floor? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not know 
|| that the gentleman was seeking the floor. 
The amendment was then read by the Clerk, as’ 
| follows: 
After the twenty-seventh line insert the following : 
Provided, That, in the constraction and equipment of 
|| said frigates, as well as all other vessels now building, or 
which may hereafter be built, either for the naval or reve. 
nue service, the preference shall be given to materials 
| which are the growth and manufacture of the United States, 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order; 

that the amendment changes existing law, and 

_ is not, therefore, in order to this appropriation bill, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 

point of order, and rules the amendment out of 

| order. 

|. Mr. PECKHAM. If my amendment be now 


‘in order, 1 move to strike out ‘* $250,000” and 
|| insert ‘* $100,000.” For what purpose are these 
steamers built ? 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order. 
| There are no steamers mentioned in this clause. 
|| Mr.PECKHAM. The gentleman is mistaken; 
| and he had better understand about what he is 
|| talking. 
|| Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman from New 
| York speaks of these steamers. 
| Mr. PECKHAM. [am out of order by one 
| letter. I should say ‘‘ war steamer” instead of 
|| **steamers.”? For what particular purpose is this 
| war steamer to be constructed? To what partic- 
'| ular purpose devoted? Under whose control is it 

Itis to be placed under the contro! 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| to be placed ? 
| of the present Administration, if the vessel be 
| soon enough completed. The President is Com- 
| mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and when 
|| we look at the achievements of the Administra- 
| tion during the last session, we may well inquire 
| whether it is proper for us to place any greater 
|| power in the hands of the present Executive? I 
| allude to the destruction of Greytown, and I do 
|| it for the purpose of saying, in my place here, 
‘| under the responsibility that attaches to it, that I 


|| regard the orders issued by the Executive in that 


Mr. PRINGLE. 1 move the following amend- | case as wholly unwarranted. 
| ment: 


Strike out line twenty-seven, and insert in lieu thereof | York to order. 


the following : 


authorized to be built by act of the first sessiom of the | 


Mr. PHELPS. 

the clause put in the language of the amendment of | 

oe gantones from New York, (Mr. Paincte.] 
Mr. HAVEN. Let us vote upon it now. 

Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question !’’} 

he question was taken; and the amendment 

was adopted. ei 

Mr. HOWE. I propose to submit an amend- 

ment to the bill, to come in after the twenty-seventh 


ine. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I move to amend line seven- 
teen, by striking out the word “ three”’ and insert- 
ing the word ‘* one,’’ so as to make the appropria- 
tion $1,000,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would suggest 


To continue the construction of the six steam frigates | 
Thirty-Third Congress, $3,000,000, | 


I have no objection to having | 


Mr. PHELPS. I call the gentleman from New 
We are not discussing the affairs 
of Greytown. ‘ 

Mr. PECKHAM. I am discussing precisely 
what is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, if the 
gentleman is arguing to show that it is not safe to 
confide the management of this steamer to the 
Executive, that he is in order; but he is clearly 
not in order in referring to the past conduct of the 
Administration. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I am showing that it is not 
proper to continue the construction of this steamer, 
and for the purpose of continuing my remarks | 
am willing to assume, or attempt to prove that it 
is not proper to give to the President the control 
of more war steamers. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Greytown is destroyed. 

Mr. PECKHAM, Certainly, it is destroyed; 
and from the past we can judge of the future use 
of war steamers. 
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nounce at present whether the gentleman is in 
order, until he shall more fully have explained his 
amendment. 

Mr. WHEELER. I will suggest to my col- ] 
league that there is no danger of this Administra- || 
tion attacking any larger place, so he had better || 
let the matter go. | 

Mr. PECKHAM. I do not speak of this Ad- || 
ministration in any offensive sense. I make no 
charge against its motives. Ido not rise to attack 
either the President or the Secretary of the Navy, 
but in an appropriate manner to express my opin- || 
ion upon the course of the Executive in the destruc- | 
tion of Greytown; not to advance on at | 
length, or to present particular facts. here is no 
time for that. There has been no opportunity for | 

neral discussion on this floor for months past. 

hough I have been desirous of reviewing this || 
Greytown bombardment somewhat critically, yet 
1 should always do so with courtesy and kindness, | 
as I conceive it involves most important principles, 
and it setsa dangerous precedent. Under thisfive- || 
minute rule I can do little more than enter my pro- | 
test in this Hall against the action of the Execu- | 
tive on this subject, in thus assuming the right to 
make war. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York is certainly out of order. 

Mr. PECKHAM. If the Chair pleases, my | 
object is to show the improper use to which this || 
steamer may be applied, and hence that we should | 
not continue its construction, and I believe 1 am | 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already | 
decided that the gentleman would be in order if || 
he submits an argument intended to show that it 
is not safe to confide this steamer to the present | 
Executive, but he would not be in order if he || 
proceeds to discuss the past conduct of the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I only discuss the past con- 
duct of the Administration as illustrative of its | 
future action, and in no other sense. Is there any || 
safer guide to ascertain the future? I desire to || 
say further, that this order by the Secretary of 
the Navy was not only illegally issued, but it was 
issued without any sufficient ground of justifica- | 
tion, even though he had authority to issue such 
an order in a proper case. 


Mr. McMULLIN, I call the gentleman to ] 


order. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I will leave that branch of | 
the subject, and go one step further. I say, that || 
when these orders were issued—— 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. 
man to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York is certainly not in order. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will be permitted to proceed, whether | 
in order or not. It will be satisfactory to him | 
individually, and trouble nobody else. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I trust that these questions || 
of order do not come outof my time. They | 


leave room for little else. 
1 hope the gentleman will | 











I call the gentle- 





Mr. HIBBARD. 
have the unanimous consent of the committee to | 
proceed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to any gentleman | 
proceeding with remarks out of order. \| 

Mr. PECKHAM. I intend to speak to the || 
point, and to speak in order, also. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I call the gentleman again 


to order. 
Mr. SOLLERS. I hope that everybody will 
preserve order. | 
Here the hammer fell.] } 

r. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
New York is not in earnest in asking this com- 





mittee to adopt the amendment he has offered. I 
would ask him to withdraw it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. 
ment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will not trouble the commit- 
tee, then, by discussing it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. loffer another amendment 
at this point. I move to reduce the amount con- 
tained in the bill to ,000. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then, if the gentlemah offers 
another amendment, he will permit me to make 
upon him another question of order. When you 
come to consider the strict rule of the House, if 
& gentleman rises in his place and moves to strike 


I withdraw my amend- 














| wish to go a step further, and say 


|| the rule. 


|| rule, and itds unnecessary for me to press the point 


| must confine myself within the rule. 


| correctly; and he must state to the gentleman from || 
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he must confine his remarks to show the necessity | 
of his amendment; that is, in this case, to show | 
why $200,000 should be inserted in the place of || 
$250 ,000. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I shall confine my remarks || 
to the proper object; but I will change my amend- | 
ment, so as to reduce the sum to $50,000. My | 
belief is, if we stop the appropriation, the construc- 


| tion of this steamer will not go on rapidly, and 
| the purpose will be obtained precisely as well, if 
| we appropriate but $50,000 for this steamer, as if 


we should say in another act that the construction 
of this steamer shall cease, and not be continued. 

I was about to say, sir, in further illustration of | 
the absence of any necessity for the construction | 
of this vessel, that its probable use would not be 
in accordance with the wishes of this House, and | 
this Congress. was about to illustrate that by || 


|| a farther reference to this affair at Greytown, 


and to show that if the ship of war Cyane had | 
been employed by the Executive for an unlawful 

purpose, it was rational to infer that this steam | 
vessel might, probably, be used for a like object, | 


| and therefure should not be completed—or if ves- | 
| sels of war were so numerous now in the Navy || 
| that they could be diverted from their legitimate | 
| use without detriment to the public service, sure- 


ly there could be no necessity to build more. || 
Having said that, in my belief, the order issued | 
by the Secretary of the Navy was illegal and 
unfounded, without justification in factor in law, 
contrary to the Constitution of this country, | 





Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) I | 
rise to a question of order. I only desire to 


|| remark, that [ believe that the resolution of the 


House, adopted some time since, requiring that, 
for the balance of the present session of Congress, | 
members, in committee, should confine their re- 
marks to the matter under consideration, is in 
force, and weuld confine the gentleman now upon | 
the floor to showing why we should strike out || 
$250,000 and instrt $50,000. But as he is not | 
doing that, I submit the point that he is not in 
order in his remarks. 

Mr.PECKHAM. Well, sir, [ am not inclined 
to disagree with the gentleman from Virginia, as to 


Mr. SMITH. Very well; if the gentleman 
agrees with me, I presume he will conform to the 


further. 
Mr. PECKHAM. Certainly; of course I 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say that 
he desires to administer the rules of the House | 
correctly, and he must state to the gentleman from 
New York that, while it is competent for him to 
explain the reasons which operate upon his own || 
mind for proposing this reduction, yet there must || 
be some connection between the employment of | 
the Stevens war steamer, and the proposed policy 
of the Administration. 

Mr. SMITH. Very well, if the gentleman | 
agrees with me, I presume he will conform to the || 
rule, and it is unnecessary for me to press the point || 
further. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Certainly, of course I must || 
confine myself within the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say, that 
he desires to administer the rules of the House 





New York, that while it is competent for him to | 
explain the reasons which operate upon his own | 
mind for proposing this reduction, yet there must 
be some connection between the employment of 
the Stevens war steamer and the proposed policy | 
of the Administration. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I entirely concur in the 
views of the Chair; but I must be permitted to |, 
say, at the same time, that these continued inter- | 
ruptions render any effort to make a connected 
argument utterly useless. I must certainly, sir, 
finish one part of my argument before I proceed || 
to another. : 

What was the order issued by the Secretary of 
the Navy, under which Captain Hollins was sent 
to Greytown? I do not intend to say a word 
against the gallant Captain. My friend from 
Maryland (Mr. Vansant] says I must not. But 
I must say that the order was carried out seem- 
ingly in the same spirit in which it was issued. || 
It was issued without authority of law, and it |: 





|| power to involve the country in war? 


Britain and this Government. 
| fact, no power on earth exercised control over it. 


| and they show, when oe 


[SS eee 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot pro- | out $250,000, and to insert in its place $200,000, | was executed, most unfortunately. But what was 


the order to Captain Hollins? After directing 
him to repair, with his vessel, to Greytown, the 
Secretary said that ‘‘ the property of the Ameri- 
can citizens interested in the Accessory Transit 
Company, it is said, has been unlawfully detained 
by persons residing in Greytown. Apprehension 
is felt that further outrages will be committed. 
Our minister (Mr. Borland) has been treated 
with rudeness and disrespect;’’ and he added: 
“ Now, it is very desirable that these people 
should be taught that the United States wil! not 
tolerate these outrages, and that they have the 
power and the determination to check them. It 
is, however, very much to be hoped that you can 


| effect the purposes of your visit without resort to 


violence, and destruction of property, and loss of 
life.”? 

Here, it appears, he enumerated the grievances, 
and then alluded, negatively, to the remedy which 
might go to ** the destruction of property and loss 
of life.” 

Did the Constitution, in declaring that Congress 
shall have power “* to declare war, grant letters of 
marque and reprisal,’’ ever intend to vest any 
such powerin the Executive as was thus conferred 
upon this naval officer? Was it not intended in 
thus vesting in Congress the right to *‘ grant letters 
of marque and reprisal’’—a species of distress- 
warrant among nations to enforce the payment of 
a debt or the performance of some daty—carefully 
to avoid conferring upon the Executive, under any 
circumstances, without the consent of Congress, 
And wh 
was this city of Greytown, thus entirely placed, 
by the Executive of this nation, at the mercy of 
Captain Hollins, to destroy or not at his option? 
It was an old town; for several years subsequent 
to 1848 it was under the assumed protectorate of 
Great Britain, but for more than two years prior 


| to its destruction, it had acted independently as a 


free city, with its own laws and constitution, 
adopted by its citizens. It had so acted with the 
virtual, if not strictly formal, assent of both Great 
Independent in 


It was a peaceable town; property and person 
were nowhere in Central America more secure 
than in that city. But the town became involved 
in a controversy with a foreign corporation called 
the Accessory Transit Company, in which com- 
pany certain American citizens owned stock, and 
our Government was appealed to, to take part 
with the offending party, the Transit Company; 
the only party whose agents, the papers before 
the Executive and sent to this House, show, had 
broken the peace; and our Government, forgetting 
ita duty and its dignity, most readily engaged in 
the dispute, and destroyed the town. 

The Executive assumed this authority, too, 
when Congress was in session, without necessity 
and on an ez parte affidavit of an agent who as- 
sumed to have no personal knowledge of the mat- 


| ters he pretended to detail. 


The papers containing all the alleged facts on 
which the Executive acted have been laid upon 
our tables, pursuant to a resolution of the House, 
examined, no yio- 
lation of law on the part of that town; no offense 
or insult to our minister on the part of its author- 
ities; he was not arrested or imprisoned. 

If the Executive had authority to direct the 
destruction of this town, why has he notauthority 
to make war on Cuba? Where is the limit to his 
power? What bat his own will shall prevent his 


| involving the country in warat any time? Sir, 
|| we have become a greatant powerful nation. Far 


too great to descend to prevarication or injustice; 
too great to quote the outrages of other nauons to 
justify our own. 

Here the hammer fell.] * 

r. PHELPS. 1am opposed to the amend- 
ments submitted by the gentleman from New 
York. When the gentleman from New Yorliin- 
dicated his willingness to withdraw hisamendment, 


/and I abstained from discussing it, | was of the 
| opinion that he had come to the conclusion that he 


had let off a sufficient quantity of gas for this oc- 
casion. (Laughter.] But I found | was mistaken, 


| for he immediately uffered another amendment, 
and the gentleman has now come to be the advo- 


cate, to a certain extent, of the repudiation of the 
contract made by this Government with a citizen 
of the Btate of New York. 
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Mr. PECKHAM, Oh,no. The gentleman is | 


mistaken. 

Mr. PHELPS. — Well he certainly does not | 
desire that the contract made by the Government | 
of the United States with Robert L. Stevens, who | 
resides in New York, should be executed and | 
carried out, 

Mr. WHEELER. 
York. 44 

Mr. PHELPS. Well, if he does not reside in 
New York, he resides in Lloboken, which is in the 
suburbs of the city of New York. : 

Mr. PECKHAM. The gentleman has mis- | 
conceived me. I offered my amendment in ac- | 
cordance with the usage here, not to be voted upon, | 
but for the purpose of making a few general re- 
marks; but upon this, as upon every other occasion 
I am in favor of the Government executing its | 
contracts honorably and entirely. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman now acknowl- 
edges that he has trespassed upon the well known 
rulea of the House. 

[Cries of ** Order!” ‘* Order!’’) 

Mr. PECKHAM. The gentleman from Mis- | 
souri was never more mistaken. My remarks | 
were entirely pertinent to my amendment, and 
that amendment, being in order, | had the right to 
discuss it, 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman shows that he 
does not know what he is talking about. [Laugh- | 
ter.} This war steamer was ordered to be con- 
structed for the purpose of harbor defenses, and 


He does not reside in New 


for that alone, and not for navigating the ocean, || 


but for navigating the harbor of New York only; | 
and that upon a plan which was submitted to Con- 
gress at the time Congress directed the Secretary 
of the Navy to make a contract with Robert L. 


Stevens for the construction of a steamer for har- || 


bor defenses alone. Two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars were appropriated, but a portion of it 
went back into the surplus fund of the Treasury, 
not being called for within two years after the 


| suggest anything to show that it was wrong. 


}| Ment: 


|| Mr. PHELPS. Forty-eight thousand dollars. | 





appropriation was made, ~ 


r. PECKHAM. Does the gentleman pre- || 
tend that that steamer may not go to any place the || 


President of the United States may think proper 
to send it? He is the commander-in-chief of the 
Army and Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. The amount proposed to be 
appropriated here is nothing more than has been 
recommended by the naval officer superintending 
the construction of that vessel as needed, and 
needed at the present moment. 

Congress, in 1852, after the Money before appro- 

riated had gone into the surplus fund of the | 

reasury , directed that the contract should be ex- 
ecuted, and the Secretary of the Navy directed 
that the money which had gone into the surplus 
fund should be reappropriated. 

The Secretary of the Navy, if he were consulted 
in reference to the matter, would declare, at once, 
that he had no desire to violate the contract. If 
the money be required, and it is so reported by 
the officer superintending the construction of that 
vessel, | hold that the appropriation should be 
made, 

Mr. PECKHAM, by unaimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


After the paragraph providing for contingent expenses, || 


insert as follows : 
That the law approved the 3d of March, 1843, directing 
advertisements for materials for the Navy be so restored 


as to require a full description of each and every article to || 


be furnished, with dates and places of delivery : Provided, 
the price to be paid for all advertisements forthe supplies 
of the Government shall hereafier be the same, and no 
more, than is charged others who occupy a similar place 
and position in newspapers in which such advertisements 
are published. . 

Mr. PHELPS. I gse toa question of order. 
The amendment is not in order for the reason that | 
it changes the existing law. It restores that por- 
tion of the law repealed at the last session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE Itonly proposes to do what 
a similar amendment to the naval bill did at the 
last session. 

Mr. PHELPS. What the gentlemen refers to 
#as done by joint resoluticn. 

Mr, FLORENCE. 1 appeal to the Journal of 
the House. It will bear ort what I have said. 

Mr. LETCHER. The amendment has been 











decided to be out of order, and I would inquire | 
whether debate can be allowed ? Lod 
Mr. FLORENCE, | appeal from the decision | 
of the Chair, and beg to state the ground of my | 
appeal. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would cheer- 
fully reconsider its decision, if the gentleman could 


| 


Mr. FLORENCE, I suggest that a similar 


provision was introduced into the naval appropri- || 


ation bill at the last session. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman is mistaken. | 
What he alludes to was accomplished by a joint | 
resolution, approved on the 27th March. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will look over the Journal, 


amendment at some other point in the bill. 
Mr. PHELPS. I offer the following amend- 


Strike out the words ‘‘and grounds’? and the word 
** thirty,”’ and in lieu thereof insert “‘ twenty-five,’’ so that 


For repair of buildings, for the necessary additions and 
repairs to the works for heating the buildings, and support 
of the Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Maryland, $25,040 22, 
and add as follows: 


For continuing the sea-wall along the northern front of 
the Naval Academy grounds, grading and filling in low 


grounds, and for keeping the grounds in order, $23,000. | 


Mr. Chairman, this is a modification of the bill | 
as it was reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


proposes the sum of $39,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is $25,000 appropriated 
in the preceding paragraph. 

Mr. SOLLERS. hat is the whole amount 
proposed to be appropriated for the Naval Acad- 
/emy at Annapolis? 


| Mr. SOLLERS. 
The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was agreed to. 
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the paragraph would read: 


I have no objection to that. || 





| Mr. PHELPS. I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means to propose several | 
/amendments respecting the different navy-yards. | 
| If it be the pleasure of the committee, I will move | 
them all at once. 
Cries of **Agreed !’’] 

r. PHELPS. When we took up this bill, I | 
explained that the Committee of Ways and Means | 


reported in the bill the objects in the navy-yards || 


for which appropriations were to be made, but 
without reporting the amounts, They were left | 
for future consideration. 
mittee had before them official estimates for the | 
purpose of perfecting the buildings and machinery | 
necessary for constructing steam-engines at the | 
Boston, New York, and Norfolk navy-yards. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and 
Means propose the following: 


Page 5, in line ninety-three, after the word ‘basin,’ 
strike out the words ‘‘ offices and muster-room.”? 

Page 5, in line ninety-four, aiter Mie word “ ledge,”’ insert 
the words ** bank of timber shed.”’ | 

Page 5, in line ninety-five, after the word ‘ floating- 
dock,” insert the words “ for a new shell house, for the 
safe-keeping of shells.”? 

Same page and line, after the word ‘kinds,’ insert | 
© $58,258.” | 

So that the paragraph will read : 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire.—For completing cooper’s 
shop and watchmen’s quarters; dredging front of basin; | 
dock basin; sewer and drainage; removing ledge bank of. | 
| timber shed; paving; flue-boiler at smithery; repairs of | 
floating-dock; for a new shell-house for sate-keeping of 
| shells; and repairs of all kinds, $58,258. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. The next amendment is the 
| following: 


| Page 5, in line ninety-nine, after the word “ smithery,” 


| Strike out the words ‘ copper and iron store,-and paint 


|| shop.?? . 


| Page 5,in line one hundred and two, after the word “ thir- 

| ty,’ strike out the words “‘ two gas pipes and burners for 

| the yard, commandant’s and officers’ quarters,” and insert 

the word “ three.”’ 

| Page 5, inline one hundred and six, after the word * rope- 
walk,” strike out the words ‘‘ oakum picker,” and insert 

| completing foundery, boiler, and machine-shop, and ne- 

| cessary tools for the same.’ 

| Page 5,in line one hundred and six, after the word 
“ kinds,”* insert ‘ $255,352.” 


| So that the paragraph will read : 


Boston.—F or removing and altering coal-house at smith- 
ery ; stone wail north side of timber-dock, and filling area 
around machine-shop and smithery ; packing-house and 
cooperage ; rebuilding dock-engine boiler-house; paving 


In addition, the com- || 
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area around dry dock; paving between sheds numbers thirty 
| one and thirty-three ; extension of city sewer to sea-walj. 
finishing coal-house at rope-walk ; machinery for machine. 
shop and smithery ; steam-engine and pump for rope-waik - 
completing foundery, boiler, and maciine-shop, and neces. 
sary tools for the same; and repairs of all kinds, $255,352, 
The estimates of the Navy Department for this 
yard were at first for $226,900, and subsequent 
estimates were sent in for $62,100, making, in all, 
$289 ,000. The committee reduced the amount to 
$255,352, which they now propose to insert. 
Mr. BANKS. I should like to know why the 


|| committee propose to strike out the item for gas 


+ pipes and burners at that point? 
Mr. PHELPS. Thecommittee thought it wag 


| not expedient to provide for them at this time. 
|, and, with the facts before me, will renew the | 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


|| agreed to. 


| Mr. PHELPS. 
following: 

Page 5, in line one hundred and eleven, after the word 
| * grading,’’ strike out the words ‘ filling in new purchase, 
| and repairs of all kinds,’’ and insert “‘ odkum picker ang 
| completing foundery, boiler, and machine-shop, and ma- 


The next amendment is the 


|| chinery for the same, $345,946. 


| “© For the sum required to pay the amount due for iron 
| work for engine-house, $9,500. 

“ Por repairs of all kinds, $25,000.’? 

So that the paragraph will read: 
| New York.—For the extension of smithery; machinery 
| for smithery; carpenter’s shop; oakum shop; quay wall ; 
| paving and flagging ; dredging channels ; timber and knee 


|| slip; dry dock pavement; filling in low places and grading ; 
Th d nie efecehan tis i 1 oakum picker, and completing the foundery, boiler, and 
e amendment 18 ollered @ e in- 


| stance of that committee. . 
Mr.SOLLERS. According to the estimates of || 
the Secretary of the Navy, which I| have read, he | 


For the sum required to pay amount due for iron work 
for engine house, $9,500. 

For repairs of all kinds, $25,000. 

I will merely state that that is a reduction on 
the estimates which were submitted to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The question was put; and the amendment 
agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and 
Means next propose to amend, as follows: 

Page 6, in line one hundred and sixteen, after the word 
 kinds,”’ insert *¢ $76,700.”? 

So that the paragraph will read: 

Philadelphic—For adding sixty feet to ship-house F ; roof 
of ship-house F ; roof to ship-house G ; wharf No. 4; dredg- 
ing channels; repairs of dry dock ; and repairs of all kinds 


machine-shop, and machinery for the same, $345,946. 


'| $76,700. 


The question was put; and the amendment 
agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and 
Means next propose to amend as follows: 


Page 6, in line one hundred and eighteen, after the word 
“building,’’ striking out the words ‘*to refund amount 
| borrowed from machinery.”? 
| Page 6, inline one hundred and twenty-five, after the 
| word ‘* water,’ insert “gas pipes and fixtures.”? 
| Page 6,in line one hundred and twenty-five, after the 
| word ** kinds,’ insert ** $192,386.°? 

So that the paragraph will read as follows: 
Washington—F or ordnance building ; completing cradle 
to marine railway ; extension of boiler-shop; conversion 
of ordnance to machine shop ; forge-shop for new steam 
hammer ; sboring ways in ship-house T; lining walls of 
slip; pavements, drains, and gutters; grading and filling 
low places; raising roof of brass foundery ; fire-engine 
| house ; dredging channels; reservoir for water, gas pipes, 
and fixtures; and repairs of all kinds, $192,386. 


This is in accordance with the estimates sub- 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The question was put; and the amendment 





| agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


follows: 


Page 6, line one hundred and thirty, after the word 
*¢ derricks,” strike out the words “cart-shed, lime and 
| cement store-house,” and insert ** completing foundery, 
boilers, and machine-shop, and necessary tools for the 
| same.?? 
Page 6, in line one hundred and thirty-two, after the 
| word ‘** kinds,”? insert ** $321,317 ;” 
| 80 that the paragraph will read : 
| Norfolk.—For continuing quay-wall; reservoirs for rain 
water ; dredging channels ; foundery ; engine of dry dock ; 
| carpenters’ work-shep ; rail tracks and cars at St. Helena; 
scows ; landing-cranes, and derricks ; completing foundery, 
boiler and machine shop, and necessary tools for the same ; 


The next amendment is as 


kinds, $321,317, 
» This is also less than the amount estimated for 
by the Department. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. The committee next propose 
to amend as follows: 


Page 6, in line one hundred and thirty-five, after the 
word * paving,’’ strike out the words “ removing,’ “sunk,” 
* Caisson,’ 

Page 7, in line one hundred and thirty-eight, after the 
word * shell-house,”” strike out the words “ wall around 
shell-house.” 

Page 7, in line one hundred and forty, after the word 


steam-boxes and boilers ; pitch-house; and repairs of all 
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<<pouse,”? strike out the words “ towards west basin and 
aunchia: slip.’? ! 
’ Pane tin line one hundred and forty-one, after the word | 
« kinds,?? insert as follows : “ $104,270. 

«‘ Por repairs of officers’ houses, numbered from one to | 
thirteen, rebuilding of small stables, repairs of warrant offi- || 
cers? houses, and building of kitchens, $12,000 ;”° | 
sv that the paragraph will read : 

Pensacola.—For permanent wharf, deep basin, and | 
dredging; coping for basin; filling in and paving; paint || 
shop and cooperage, (to complete ;) repairs of cisterns | 
Nos. 14, 25, and 26; Water-pipes to permanent wharf; || 
guard house at west gate; shell house; lightning conduct- || 
ors; railway to spar-house ; steam-box ; fire-engine house ; || 
and repairs of all kinds, $104,870. 

Yor repairs of officers’ houses, numbered from one to 
thirteen, rebuilding of small stables, repairs of warrant 
officers’ houses, and building kitchens, $12,000. 


The committee have made this amendment con- 
form with the estimates of the Department. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and || 
Means propose to amend the next paragraph as 1 
follows: | 

Page 8, in line one hundred and forty-three, after the || 
word “ kinds,”’ insert ‘* $2,000 ;” 
so that the paragraph will read : | 

Sackett’s Harbor.—For repairs of all kinds, $2,000. 

The question was put; and the amendment | 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Waysan 
Means propose to amend the next paragraph as | 
follows: } 

| 


© 


Page 8, in line one hundred and forty-six, after the word 
‘wharf,’ strike out the words ‘houses (three) for quar- 
ters; repairs of all Kinds ;”? and insert “ $230,000 ;”? 
so that the paragraph will read: 

San Francisco.—Por completing store-house ; completing || 
ptm omg shop; completing carpenters’ shop ; wharf; || 
$230,000, 


The question was put; and the amendment 1 
agreed to. || 

Mr. PHELPS. . The next amendment is as || 
follows: | 

Page 8, in line one hundred and forty-eight, after the | 
word * railway,’? insert ‘+ $400,000 ;”? 1| 
so that the paragraph will read : i] 

For continuation of basin and railway, $400,000. 

This is for San Francisco. 

The question was put; and the amendment 
agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I offer the amendment || 
which I send up to the Clerk’s desk to come in at || 
line one hundred and ninety-eight, and | will say 
to the Chair that, at the last session of Congress, | 
a similar amendment was inserted just at this point 
in the naval appropriation bill. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And that the provisions of the law approved March 3, 
1843, directing advertisement for materials for the Navy be 
so far restored as to require a full description of each and 
every article to-be furnished, with date and place of deliv- 
ery; provided the price to be paid for all advertising for || 
supphes for the Government shall, hereafter, be the same, 
and no more than is charged others who oceupy a similar | 
place and position in the newspapers in which such adver- 
lisements are published. 

Mr. PHELPS. I must still raise a question of 
order on that amendment. It is immaterial what 
the committee may have done at the last session 
of Congress, so far as the question of order is 
concerned. Iam not prepared to say but that 
that amendment was inserted by the Senate. 1 
I do not know where it was inserted; but, never- 
theless, in my opinion, it is notin order. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I will state, in explanation, 
that this amendment is recommended by the Bu- | 
reau of Provisions and Clothing, and is also | 
recommended by the Committee on Naval Affairs || 
of this House. Redection, judgment, experience, || 
and observation satisfy me that it costs the Gov- | 
ernment $50,000 more than it ought to do for ad- | 
vertising, and more than it would do if this pro- 
vision were adopted, I hope the committee will | 
insert it. i 

The CHAIRMAN. The single question for | 
the Chair to decide is, whether the proposition be 
in order as an amendment to the naval appropria- | 
tion bill. The Chair believes that the amendment, | 
is notin order, and the fact that a previous bill | 
may have contained a similar proposition would 
not, in the opinion of the Chair, affect the pro- 
priety of its present decision. 

Mr, FLORENCE. I donoturgethat. Iurge | 
that it is merely a modification of an existing law. | 

Mr. HENDRICKS. _[ object to discussion. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- , 
ment out of order. 
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| said Seavy’s [s 


| amendment inserted in the bill. 


| raised by the gentleman from New 


953 





The Clerk then proceeded with and finished the | have much hesitation in violating them for such a 


|| reading of the bill. 


Mr. HAVEN. If this bill is finished, I desire 


| to ask the committee to lay it aside, and take up 


the amendments of the Senate to the Indian ap- 
propriation bill. I think we can dispose of them 
in ten or fifteen minutes, and I promise the com- 
mittee that if we get into a snarl about them, 


|| rise, 
Mr. MACDONALD. I have an amendment |) 


to the bill now pending, to come in as an addi- 
tional clause: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized to permit the 


as this. 


] a Loud cries of “ Order!” “Order!""] 


fr. WELLS. I hope that the committee will 


| consider the amendment, and pass upon it. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would very 


|| cheerfully hear the suggestions of the gentleman 
Wi 


| from sconsip on the point of order. The 


| I will at once consent that the committee shall Chair, however, feels that his proposition is not 


in order, and so rules. 
Mr. WELLS. Then I respectfully take an 


Cries of ** Question!” “* Question !’)’ 


i] "Ten from the decision of the Chair. 


Seavy’s Island Bridge Company to connect with the navy- | 


yard at Kittery, Maine, a bridge extending thereto from 

land, to such point thereon as they shall 
desire, and may permit a right of way through the said 
yard to said bridge, under such directions and such regula- 
tions as the commandant of the yard, for the time being, 
shall establish, under the authority of the Navy Depart- 
ment: Provided, That no expense whatever in connecting 


| said bridge with said yard, or making said way across the 


same, shall be incurred by the United States; and said | 


bridge and said right of way may, at any time, be discon- 
tinued by the Secretary of the Navy. 


Mr. PRINGLE. 
as being out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair thinksit is out 
of order. 


Mr. MACDONALD. I think, ifthe committee 
will hear me, that it will consent to have that 


which has been recommended by the Navy De- 


I object to that amendment || 


Itis a matter | 


partment, and it has the approval of the Commit- | 


teeon Naval Affairs. It is for the accommodation 
of some thirty families who have no access to 
their homes save by water. It is a mere local 
matter, and it is all to be under the control of the 


commandant of the yard, and of the Navy De- | 


partment. 


Mr. BOCOCK. It is all right. 


Mr. MACDONALD. I hope the pointoforder | 


ork will be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I withdrew it. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted. 


Mr. HAVEN. I would say to my friend, the 


1} 


chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


(Mr. Fav.kner,] whom I see to be a little active 
on the other side of the louse, and who I sup- 
pose desires to get up the military appropriation 
bill—— 


Mr. FAULKNER, (interrupting.) I do. 


Mr. HAVEN. I go willingly for that purpose; | 


| but I wish to say to him that it is now nearly half 
| past three o’clock; and I think if we were to take 
| up that bill we should make no progress on it to- 
| night. 


Bat if he would let us take up and- finish 
the Senate amendments to the Indian appropria- 
tion bill, 1 think we could finish them in about fif- 
teen minutes; and then we can take up his bill 
to-morrow. 

[Cries of ** Azreed !—go ahead !”’} 

Mr. FAULKNER. I assent to that proposal. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I move that the naval 


| bill be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 


the action of the committee upon it. 


Mr. WELLS. 
lowing amendment: 


That the sum of $140,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the continuation of the im- 


I wish first to propose the fol- | 


provement of the main ship channel to the entrance of the | 


Mississippi river. And that thesam of $140,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 


|eontinuation of the deepening and improvement ‘of the 


channel over the St. Clair flate, on lake St. Clair, Michi- 
gan, and the improvement of the channel of the St. Marie 
river, Michigan ; to be expended under the superintendence 
of the Secretary of the Navy, or such officer as he may 
appoint. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. That amendment is not in order. 

Mr. WELLS. I think it is well known that 


} 


} 
| 
} 
} 
} 


in reference to the steam frigates of war now being | 


built, there is no harbor on the Gulf of Mexico 


7 


sufficiently deep to allow :hem to get in there. || 


he CHAIRMAN. The Chair, for reasons 
which it is unnecessary to mention, rulesthe prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Wisconsin to be 
out of order. rom that the gentleman takes an 
appeal. The question isy “ Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?”’ 
The question was taken; and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 


Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the bill be 
laid aside to be reported to the Hlouse, with the 
action of the committee thereon. 
| The question was taken; and the bill was so 

laid aside. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. HAVEN, the committee 

| then proceeded to the consideration of the amend- 

ments of the Senate to House bill (No. 555) making 

appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 

penses of the [Indian Department, and for fulfilling 

treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for 
the year ending June 30, 1856. 


First amendment: 
Page 2, line twenty, after the word “Indian,” strike out 


the “‘sub,’? so as to make it read: For the pay of the several 
Indian agents, &c. 


Mr. HAVEN. That is a very brief matter. 
|I think the Senate are right about their amend- 
«nent, and I hope the committee will concur in it. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concured in. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The next two amendments 
follow exactly the same rule. 


Second amendment: 

After the word “four” in the twenty-first line, insert, and 
for arrearages of pay toone in the State of New York ; one 
at Green Bay, Wisconsin ; one for the Seminoles west of 
Arkansas; and one for the Indian tribes in Utah, so as to 
make the section read: 

For the pay of the several Indian agents, per act of 
3ist July, 1854, and for arrearages of pay to one in the 
State of New York ; one at Green Bay, Wisconsin ; one for 
the Seminoles west of Arkansas and one for the Indian 
tribes in Utah, &e. 


| Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

After the word ‘‘ cents’ in the twenty-sixth line, insert 
| the following: 

And the Secretary of the Interior is authorized hereafter 
| to employ one agent for the Indians in the State of New 
| York ; one for those at Green Bay, Wisconsin ; one for the 
| Seminoles west of Arkansas; and one for the tribes in the 
Territory of Utah, at the rate of $1,000 per annum each. 

The section, as amended, will read: 

For the pay of the several Indian agents, per act of 3ist 
July, 1854, and for arrearages of pay to one in the State of 
New York; one at Green Bay, Wisconsin; one for the 
Seminoles west of Arkansas, and one for the Indian tribes 
in Utah, $15,382 79: andthe Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized hereafter to employ one agent for the Indians 
in the State of New York; one for those at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin ; one for the Seminoles west of Arkansas ; and 
one for the tribes in the Territory of Utah, at the rate of 
| $1,000 per annum each. 


| Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. - 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 
After the fifty ninth line, insert the following: 
For the payment of this sum due the Cherokees, on ae- 


| 
| 
| 


Aad-E think, tharefece,shes if. we. build: then, ia || Coget <i lnterent, between the Est SS Es oemenaaota te 
, , , 


May, 1846, on stocks of the State of ; held ia 


is in order to provide for having the ship channels || trust’by the Secretary of the Interior, under the treaty of 
deepened. And even if the amendment is not || 1895, and the supplement of March, 1836, §20 97. 


strictly in order, I think that theimportance of the | 


case is such as to make it appear to be in order. 
I think that if we violate rules of the House for 


the benefit of railroad companies, we should not | 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend concurrence. 


| The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 
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Fifth amendment: 
For expenses (in part) of selecting reservations, and sur- 





veying and marking the boundaries thereof, per second, 
third, and twelfth articles of the treaty of September 30, || 


1454, $3,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 


Means recommend concurrence. 
The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was concurred in. 
Sixth amendment: | 


For the payment of the first of twenty installments in 
coin, goods, &e., agricultural implements, &c., and edu- 
cation, &c., per fourth article of the tweaty of September 
30, 1654, $19,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 

eans recommend concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Mr. HAVEN. I think I could save some time 
by saying that the committee recommend concur- 
rence in the seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, elev- 
enth, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, 
sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty- | 
third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, 
twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, 
thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty-second, thirty-third, | 
thirty-fourth, thirty-fifth, thirty-sixth, thirty-sev- | 
enth, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth amendments. | 

These amendments are as follows: 

Seventh amendment: 


For the purchase of clothing and other articles, to be | 
given to the young men at the next annuity payment, as | 
per fourth article of the treaty of September 30, 1854, 
$4,800. 

Eighth amendment: 

For the purchase of agricultural implements and other | 


articles, as presents for the mixed-bloods. per fourth article || 


of the treaty of September 30, 1854, $6,(00. 
Ninth amendment: 


For the payment of such debts as may be directed by the 
chiefs in open council, and found to be just and correct by 
the Secretary of the Interior, per fourth article of the treaty 
of Beptember 30, 1854, $90 ,0uU. 


Tenth amendment: 


For the payment of such debts of the Bois Forte bands | 
as may be directed by their chiefs, and found to be just and | 
correct by the Secretary of the Interior, per twelfth article 
of the treaty of September 30, 1854, $10,000. 

Eleventh amendment: 


For the payment of the first of five installments in blan- 





of the treaty of September 30, 1854, $2,0u0, 

Twelfth amendment: 

For the first of twenty installments for the pay of six | 
smiths and assistants, per fifth and second articles of the 
uueaty of September 30, 1854, $5,040. 

Thirteenth amendment: 

For the first of twenty installments for the support of six 
smith shops, per fifth and second articles of the treaty of 
September 30, 1854. $1,320. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

Strike out the following : 

For nineteenth of twenty installments for the establish- 
mentof three smiths’ shops, supporting the smiths, and fur- 
nishing iron and steel, per second article of the treaty of 
29ih July, 1837, $3,000. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Strike out the following: 


For nineteenth of twenty installments for the support of || 


farmers, purchase of implements, grain, and seed, to carry | 
on their agricultural pursuits, per second article of the | 
treaty of 29th July, 1837, $1,000. 





Sixteenth amendment: 

Sirike out the following: 

For fourteenth of twenty-five installments for the support | 
of two smiths’ shops, including the pay of two smiths and 
assistants, and furnishing iron and steel, per fourth article 
treaty 4th October, 1842, $2,000. 


Seventeenth amendment: 

Strike out the following: 

For fourteenth of twenty five installments for the pay of | 
py Sanam, per fourth article treaty 4th October, 1842, 

’ © 

Eighteenth amendment: — 

Strike out the following : 

For fourteenth of twenty-five installments for the pay of 
e190 carpanneany per fourth article treaty 4th October, 1342, 

,200. 

Nineteenth amendment: 


For defraying expenses incurred in 


concluded on the 30ih Se bi 


ptember, 1854, with the Chippewas 


- of Lake Superior, $15,744 71. 


Twentieth amendment: 


{mn line four hundred and forty, strike out the word 
‘* July,’ and insert in lieu thereof the word “ January,’’ so 
as to make the section read: 


For eighteenth of twenty installments as annuity in 


| establishments, per second article treaty 11th January, 1839, 


, section read: 


| 30th September, 1€09, $500. 


| of the,’ so as to make the clause read: 


|| hundred and twenty strike out the words ‘* farmers, physi- 


| tomake the clause read : 


| 


| 
| 
| 


|| years ending 30th June, 1855, and 30th June, 1856, $32,000. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


money, or otherwise, per second 


| in lieu thereof the words “ a physician, farmers, and black- 
kets, cloth, &c., to the Bois Forte band, per twelfth article || 


| so as to make the clause read : 


of the sum herein 
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uary, 1839, $20,000. 
Twenty-first amendment: 


Line four bundred and forty-four, make like alteration, 
so as to make the section read: 
For eighteenth of twenty installments for two smiths’ 


$2,000. 
Twenty-second amendment: | 


After the word “ money,” line four hundred and seventy- 
fine, insert the words “or otherwise,’ so as to make the 


For permanent annuity in money, or otherwise, per 
second article treaty 17th November, 1807, $800. 


Twenty-third amendment: 
Line five hundred and thirty-four, strike out the word | 


*¢ fuurth,”’ and insert the word “ third,’’ so as to make the | 
clause read : 


For permanent annuity in silver, per third article treaty 


Twenty-fourth amendment: | 
Line five hundred and thirty-seven, strike out the word || 
**fourth,’”? and insert word “third,” so as to make the 
clause read : , 
For permanent annuity in silver, per third article treaty || 
Qa October, 1818, $2,500. 
Twenty-fifih amendment: 


Line five hundred and forty-nine, strike ont the word | 
“ elrief,”’ and insert in lieu thereof the word * chiefs,” so 
as to make the clause read: 

For life annuity to chiefs, per third article of treaty 20th 
October, 1832, $400. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 
Alter line five hundred and fifty-two in the same way, so 
as to make the clause read: 


For life annuity to chiefs, per third article treaty 26th Sep- 
tember, 1833, $709. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 


Line five hundred and seventy, strike out the words 
“ treaties of,’’ and insert the words “ treaty of the,’’ so as 
to make the clause read : 

For permanent provision for the payment of money, in 
lieu of tobacco, iron, and steel, per second article treaty 
20th September, 1828, and tenth article of the treaty of the 
5th and 17th June, 1846, $300. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 


Line five hundred and ninety-one, strike out the word 
“ treaty,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the words “ the treaty 





For interest on $643,000, at five per centum, per seventh 
article of the treaty of the 5th and 17th June, 1846, $32,150. 
Twenty-ninth amendment: 


After the word “implements,’’ in line seven hundred and 
nineteen, insert the words “and stock ;”’ and in line seven 


cian, and blacksmith, per third article treaty ,”’ and insert 


smiths, and for other beneficial objects, per second article 
treaty,” so as to make the clause read: 


article treaty llth Jan- 





For nineteenth of twenty installments for the purchase 
of medicines, agricultural implements, and stock, and for 
the support of a physician, farmers, and blacksmiths, and 
for other beneficial objects, per second article treaty 29th 
September, 1837, $8,250. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


Line seven hundred and thirty-five, strike out the words 
* of Senate’s amendment of 23d June, 1852,’ and insert in 
lieu thereof the words ‘ per Senate’s amendment,’’ so as 





For fitth of fifty installments of interest at five per 
centum, on $112,000, being the amountin lieu of the res- 
ervations set apart in the third article per Senate’s amend- 
ment to treaty 23d July, 1851, $5,600. 

Thirty-first amendment: 

Line seven hundred and forty-six, make like alteration, 


For filth of fifty instaliments of interest at five per 
centum, on $69.00, being the amount allowed in lieu of 
the reservation of lands set apart by the third article per 
Senate’s amendment to treaty Sth August, 1851, $3,450. 


Thirty-second amendment: 


After line seven hundred and forty-nine insert the fol- 
lowing: 

For expenses of transportation of annuity, goods, and 
provisions to the Sioux of Mississippi, during the fiscal 





Thirty-third amendment: 

After the word “dollars,” in the eight hundred and forty- 
ninth line, insert the following proviso : 

“Provided, That the superintendent of Indian affairs in 
that State be authorized, should he deem it expedient, to 
expend an amount not exceeding $20,000 of the sum herein 
appropriated, to relieve the temporary wants of the Indians 
outside of the reservations ;’’ so as to make the clause read : 

For defraying the expenses of the removal and subsist- 
ence of Indians in California to three military reservations, 
in accordance with the plan submitted by the superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs of that State, and approved by the 
President, $125,000: Provided, That the superintendent of 
Indian affairs in that State be authorized, should he deem 
it expedient, to expend an amount not exceeding $20,000 

appropriated, to relieve the temporary 
wants of the Indians outside of the reservations. 


Thirty-fourth amendment: 
After line eight hundred and seventy-first, insert the fol- 


lowing 


For actual necessary expenses incurred, and that may 
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hereafter be incurred, by officers of the Indian . 
ment in the rescue of prisoners from Indian tribes and re. 
turning them to their homes, and for expenses incident tp 
the arrest and confinement within the territory of the Upj. 
ted States, by order of these officers, of persons charged 
with crimes against Indians, $5,000. 
Thirty-fifth amendment: 


To meet the necessary expenses of colonizing, support. 
ing, and furnishing agricultural implements to the Ludians 
in Texas, $86,430. 

For the purpose of enabling the proper department to 
adopt such measures as may be.necessary for opening com. 
munications with the Texas Comanches and Apaches, who 
have not heretofore been parties to any treaties with the 
United States, $10,000, 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 


For reimbursing to John W. Whitfield, late agent forthe 
Indians on the Upper Platte, the amount expended by him 
for ransom from the Cheyennes, and clothing, and transport. 
ation to the States, of ove white and ten Mexican prisoners, 


| $170. 


Thirty-seventh amendment: 
For pay of an additional clerk of the Indian Office, under 


| the appropriation per act of August 5, 1854, for one year, 


$1,400. 
Thirty-eighth amendment: 


For paying the expenses of one commissioner and two 
clerks employed by the Attorney General in the investization’ 
directed by the resolution of the Senate of 4th August, 1854, 
$2,000: Provided, That said resolution, and any other since 
adopted relating to the same object, be, and the same are 
hefby, repealed. 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 

For collecting, removing, and subsisting the Indians of 
California (as provided by law) on two additional military 
reservations, to be selected as heretofore, and not to con- 
tain exceeding twenty-five thousand acres cach, in or near 
the State of California, the sum of $150,009: Provided, 
That the President may enlarge the quantity of reservations 
heretofore selected, equal to those hereby provided for, and 
shall not expend the amount herein appropriated unless, in 
his opinion, the same shall be expedient, and the last pro- 
viso to the authority for five military reservations in Califor- 
nia, per act of 3d of March, 1853, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed: Provided, That so much of the act ap- 
proved on the 31st of July last, as requires that no more than 
$20,600 shall be drawn by the superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs, or be in his hands unexpended at one and the same 
time, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr. HAVEN. I suggest to the House that the 
question be taken upon them in gross. 

The question was taken; and the amendments 
of the Senate, stated above, were concurred in. 


The fortieth amendment was then read, as fol- 


| lows: 


For the purpose ot enabling the President to treat with, 
and arrange the diffieulties existing among the Stockbridge 
and Munsee Indians of Lake Winnebago, in the State of 
Wisconsin, arising out of the acts of Congress of 3d of 
March, 1843, and August 6, 1846, and the treaty of 24th of 
November 1248, in such manner as may he just to the In- 
dians, and with their assent, and not inconsistent with the 
legal rights of white persons who may reside on the Stock- 
bridge reserve, of the claim of the United States under the 
treaty of 1848, $1,500. 

Mr. HAVEN. The committee recommend a 
non-concurrence in the fortieth amendment. 

Mr. ORR. I hope that the amendment of the 
Senate will be agreed to. The sum appropriated 
is a smal! one, only $1,500. A good deal of dif- 
ficulty exists in that section of country, growing 
out of various acts and treaties of Congress, and 
I suppose it originates from the legislation of this 
body. In 1843, a bill was passed making certain 
of these Indians citizens, but in 1846, that bill was 
repealed, and in consequence difficulty has arisen. 
The amendment now before the committee is con- 
curred in by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, by 
the gentleman representing this particular interest 
upon this floor, and by the delegates of the Stock- 
bridge Indians now in this city. The sum asked 
for is a very small one, and is one which, in all 
probability, if adopted, will lead to the settlement 
of a very long and troublesome controversy. | 
hope the Senate amendment will be concurred in. 

Mr. HAVEN. It is a matter of indifference 
to me, and I am quite willing that the amendment 
should be adopted in this case, as it involves only 
an amount of $1,500. The Committee of Ways 
and Means took the matter into careful considera- 
tion, and they had no objection to appropriating 

the amount of money here named. I am quite 
willing to agree with-the Senate in this amend- 
ment, so far as I am concerned. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 

was concurred in. 


The forty-first amendment was then read, a8 


follows: 


For the completion of the collection of the sixth and last 
volume of the statistics and other information of Indian 
tribes, authorized by the act of Sd of March, 1847, and sub- 
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sequent acts, the sum of $20,000: Provided, That said vol- 
yme shall be so condensed as to embrace all the material 
pow, or to be collected, and not inferior in any ren to | 
the preceding volumes, and to be completed wi hia two 
years from the passage of this act: 4nd provided further, 
That said compilation shall be subjected, before publication, 
to revision by the Secretary of the Interior, with a view to 
the curtailment in the work of all matters useless, irrele- 
vant, or inconsistent with the objects of the work. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- | 
ment, with the following amendment: 

To strike out “ $20,000,” and insert ‘* $17,200.” 

Mr. BENSON. I would ask the gentleman | 
from New York whether the object of the Senate 
amendment will not be defeated by adopting the 
amendment he has offered ? , 

Mr. HAVEN. I can inform my friend from | 





niade with the Delawares, loways, Weas, Peorias, Kas- 
kaskias, and Piankeshaws, or such of them as he may 
deem necessary. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means in this case recommend a concurrence in 
this amendment with certain amendments, and 
from conversation with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, since the Committee of 
Ways and Means had this matter under consid- 
eration, I am myself of opinion there is a verbal 
amendment which should be made, in addition to 
those recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. The first amendment recommended 


by the committee comes in in the twelfth line after | 


the word *‘ lands,’’ and »rovides that the said lands, 


| **or such parts thereof as he (the President) may | 
deem proper,’’ should be classified and valued, &c. | 


Maine that the difference between ‘* $20,000’’ and | At the end of line eighteen, after the words *‘ and 


‘* $17,200”’ is a matter in reference to some clerk | 
hire which the Commissioner on Indian Affairs | 
refused to recommend. He thought it ought not | 
to be allowed. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was 
then concurred in. 


The forty-second amendment of the Senate was 
then read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That section four of the “ Act 
making appropriations for the current and contingent ex- | 
penses of the Indian department, aud for fulfilling weaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year ending 
June 30, 1855, and for other purposes,”’ approved 3! st July, 
1854, shall not be so construed as to interfere with an act | 
entitied * An act to authorize the President of the United | 
States to cause to be surveyed the tract of land in the Ter- | 
ritory of Minnesota belonging to the half breeds or mixed 
bloods of the Dacotah or sioux nation of Indians, and for | 
other purposes,”’ approved July 17, 1854: Provided, That 
s0 much of the money appropriated by the first named act | 
as may be necessary to carry out the last named act shall | 
be applicable thereto. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The forty-third amendment of the Senate was 
then read, as follows: 


And beit further enacted, That the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior is hereby authorized and required to cause to be paid | 
to the North Carolina Cherokees, embraced in the roll of | 
John C. Mullay, or the legal representatives of such of them 
as have died since their enrollment, the sum of $53 33, | 
respectively, for the expenses of their removal and subsist- 
ence, now held in trust by the United States aecording to 
the terms of the fourth section of the act of 29th July, Anno 
Domini 1848 ; for which purpose there is hereby appropri- 
ated the sum of $42,290 69: Provided, That each and 
every Indian, so receiving such payment in full, shall give 
his assent thereto: nd provided further, That said Sec- 
retary shall be first satisfied that the State of North Caro- 
lina has, before such payment, by some appropriate act, 
agreed that said Cherokees may remain permanently iu that 
State, anything in the treaty of 1835-36 to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 


Mr. HAVEN The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- 
ment. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Forty-fourth amendment: 


Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the eighth section 
of the act approved 3st July, 1854, authorizing the pay- 
ment of per capita allowance to Cherokees east of the 
Mississippi, be so amended as to authorize the payment of 
all such Cherokees as, being properly entitled, were omit- 
ted on the roll of D. W,, Siler, from any cause whatever. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 


The question was put; and the amendment was 
concurred in. 


Forty-fifth amendment: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That to enable the 
President of the United States to carry out in good faith the 
recent treaties with the Ouloes and Missourias, Omahas, 
Delawares, loways, Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, Kicka- 

008, and the united tribes of Kaskaskias and Peorias, 

iankeshaws and Weas, Shawnees, and~Miamies, there 
shall be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of $20,000, 
in addition to the appropriations heretofore made, for 
execution of the surveys required by said treaties; and 
where the net proceeds of the lands ceded by either of said 
treaties are required to be paid over to the {ndians, the 
President shall cause said lands to be classified and valued ; 
and when sucti classification and valuation have been made 
to his satisfaction, he shall cause said lands to be offered at 
public sale, by legal subdivisions or town lots, at such times 
and places, and in*such manner and quanti , as to him 
shall appear proper and necessary to carry out faithfully the 
Stipulations in said treaties ; and said lands shall not be 
sold at public or private sale for a Jess price than that fixed 
by the valuation aforesaid, till ise directed by law : 
Provided, That the President may order a new treaty to be 








said lands shall not be sold at public or private sale 
at a less price than that fixed by the valuation 
aforesaid,” the Committee of Waysand Means 
propose to insert the words ‘‘ nor shall any land 
be sold at public sale at a less price than one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre.” 

Here it is | believe that the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs desire an amendment to be made. 

Mr.-ORR. I propose to amend the amend- 
ment at this point by striking out the words ** till 


otherwise directed by law,” and to insert in lieu | 


thereof the words ‘* for three years and thereafier, 
as may be directed by law pursugnt to treaty.”’ 


| The treaty requires that these lands shall be ex- 


: 


i} 


posed for sale for three years before there can be | 


any graduation or reduction in price. 
r. HAVEN. I understand the amendment 


which the chairman of the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs suggests, is in accordance with the views 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, who did 
not have the treaty before them at the time they 
considered this amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is right. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then the committee propose 
to strike out the proviso, as follows: 

Provided, That the President may order a new treaty 
to be made with the Delawares, loways, Weas, Peorias, 
Kaskaskias, and Piankeshaws, or such of them as he may 
deem necessary. 

The committee understand that the President 
has power to institute proceedings for the purpose 
of making treaties if he chooses, and the com- 
mittee preferred to leave it to him without indi- 
cating the course he shall pursue. 


If the amendment suggested by the chairman | 
ndian Affairs, and the | 


of the Committee on 
amendments recommended by the Committee of 
Ways and Means are adopted, the entire amend- 
ment will read as follows: 


Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That to enable the 


President of the United States to carry out, in good faith, the | 


recent treaties with the Ottoes, and Missourias, Omahas, 


Delawares, Ioways, Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, Kicka- | 
poos, and the united tribes of Kaskaskias and Peorias, | 


Piankeshaws and Weas, Shawnees and Miamies, there 
shall be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of $20,000, 


in addition to the appropriations heretofore made, for the | 


execution of the surveys required by said treaties; and 
where the net proceeds of the lands ceded by either of said 


treaties are required to be paid over to the Indians, the | 


President shall cause said Jands or such part thereof as he 


may deem proper, to be classified and valued; and when | 
such classification and valuation have been made to his | 
satisfaction, he shall cause said lands to be offered at public | 
sale, by legal subdivisions or town lots, at such times and | 


places, and in such manner and quantity, as to him shall 
appear proper and necessary to carry out faithfully the 
stipulations in said treaties; and said lands shall not be 
sold at public or private sale for less price than that fixed 
by the valuation aforesaid, nor shall any land be sold at 


public sale at a less price —-= 20 per acre, for three | 


years, and thereafter as may be 
to treaty. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to say a few words as 
to this proposed Senate amendment. To that part 
of the amendment which = to appropriate 
$20,000 for the purpose of carrying out. the sur- 
veys of the Indian reserves I have no objection; 
but to so much of it as proposes that the surveyed 
lands shall be classified and valued, I do object, 


ected by law pursuant 


| 
| 


| 


for I think it is adding to the authority under | 
which these lands are to be sold, a provision | 


which is somewhat in conflict with the treaty made 
by the United States with the Delaware Indians. 
The first part of this amendment provides: 

“To enable the President of the United States to carry 


out, in faith, the recent treaties with the Ottoes and 
Missourias, Omahas, Delawares, loways, Saes and Foxes, 


of Missouri, Kickapoos, and the united tribes of Kaskaskias | 


and Peorias, Piankeshaws and Weas, Shawnees and Mi- 
amies, there shall be, and hereby is, apprupriated the sum 
of $20,000. ”* 
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It then goes on to provide that where, under the 
treaties with the Indians, the net proceeds of the 
lands are required to be paid over to the In¢ians, 
the President shall cause the lands to be classified 
and valued, and when such classification and val- 
uation have been made, he shall cnuse the lands 
to be offered at public sale, and that they shall not 
be sold at public or a sale for a less price 
than that fixed by the valuatio,; and by the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Org] it is provided that they shall 
not be sold at a less price than $1 25 per acre for 
three years after the passage of this bill, 

- The treaty made with the Delaware Indians— 
and I refer to it particularly because it is a fair 
sample of the treaties made with the Ottoes, Oma- 
has, loways, Kaskaskias, Peorias, Piankeshawsa, 
Weas, and all the other tribes of these Indians— 
is as follows: 

*¢ The United States hereby agree to have the ceded coun - 
try (except the said outlet) surveyed as soon as it can be 
conveniently done, in the same mnnner that the public lands 
are surveyed; such surveys to be commenced and prose- 
cuted as the President of the United States may deem best ; 
and the President will, so soon as the whole or any portion 
of said lands are surveyed, proceed to offer said sarveyed 
lands for sale at public auction, in such quantities as he 
may deem proper. Being governed in all respects, in con- 
tinuing such sales, by the laws of the United States respect- 
ing the sales of public lands. And such of the lands as 
may not be sold at public sale, shall thereafter be subject 


to private entry, in the same manner that private entries are 
made of United States lands.’’ 


Now, it is proposed to add to that treaty an- 
other condition; and that is, that these lands shall 
be examined, valued, and classified, and that, when 
thus classified and valued, they shall not be sold at 
public auction for any price Jess than the valuers 
shall put upon them. The tracts of land which it 
is proposed to value embraces a million of acres, 


_ More than half a million of acres were ceded by 





the Delaware Indians, with the stipulation that 
they should be sold, or offered for sale, at public 
auction, in the same manner that the lands of the 
United States are offered, and sold to the highest 
bidder, and that, after such sales, they were to be 
subject to private entry, at $1 25 per acre, and 
that the prices thereof might be reduced mm three 
years thereafter. The other lands, ceded by the 
Omahas, Kickapoos, Piankeshaws, Weas, Mi- 
amies, &c., embrace only four hundred thousand 
acres, making inall about a million of acres, which, 
by this amendment, are to be valued by the per- 
sons sent there for the purpose of making the val- 
uation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Only a part of them are to 
be valued. 

Mr.PHELPS. The gentleman from Alabama 
says only a part of them are to be valued. That 
is very true, under the amendment which the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend to 
the amendment of the Senate. Only such part is 
to be valued as the President shall direct. These 
lands embrace some of the best lands in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas. They are lands which will soon 
be surveyed. An appropriation was made at the 
last session of Congress for the prosecution of 
the surveys in both the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska. The surveyor general has already 
had preliminary surveys made—that is, the base 
lines, &c ; and he is now prepared to enter into a 
contract to have these lands surveyed forthwith. 
If there shall not be any unexpected delays in 
prosecuting these surveys, we may expect they 
will be finished during the coming summer, so 
that those Jands can be offered for sale during the 
next autumn, or the first part of winter. But if 
this amendment shall prevail, the valuers to be 
appointed would at to the execution of the 
duties required of them under this amendment; 
but they cannot do so until those surveys shall 
have been approved of by the surveyor general 
and the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Then they may proceed and value such tracts as 
the President may deem proper; but they are not 
to be sold at a less price than shall have been 
placed upon them by such commissioners ap- 
pointed to classify and value them. 

I recollect very well that several t hw ago the 
Wyandots, in the State of Ohio, sold certain lands 
to the Government of the United States. Those 
lands, together with the improvements which had 
been put upon them, wereto be appraised. There 
was a further stipulation that they should not 
be sold for less than the valuation which was 
put upon them. They were appraised, and the 
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result was, that their sale was delayed for a long 
pores of time. 
een perpetrated by the persons who had made 
the valuation, A second valuation was made; but 
we subsequently agreed to pay the W yandots the 
first valuation, and then sold the lands upon such 
terms as we could get, reserving the restriction 
that they should not be sold for less than the price 
put upon them by the appraisers. 

As it was in that, so | think it will be in this 
case. If you send gentlemen there to value this 
land, they being unacquainted with the country, 
it will take them some timetodoit. They will 
put upon it a minimum price per acre; and not 
until their report has been made to the President of 
the United States, and approved by him, can it 
besoldat auction. By these means you retard the 
settlement of that portion of country where the 
land ties, And I contend that you are even doing 
injustice to the Indians, because it is better that 
their lands should be sold now, if they are to be 














sold, than that their sale should be postponed for || 


eighteen months or two years. 


These, Mr. Chairman, are some of the objec- | 


tions which I have tothe amendment. I have not 
time, at this late stage of the session, to enter into 
a full discussion of the subject. I have presented 
my points briefly for the consideration of the com- 
mittee. i hope the Senate’s amendment, or, at 
least, a part of it, shall be non-concurred in. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Chairman,! had hoped that 
there would have been no opposition here to the 
recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I concur entirely in their recommendation 
to strike out the words which have been indi- 
cated. With reference to the point made by the 





| 
{Mr. Doseezel the honorable chairman of the 

Committee on 

Sesastian,] and myself, would consider it no 

compliment to our intelligence to be told that we 

could not introduce into this bill any amendment 

violating the spirit or letter of the treaty. 


to this treaty with the Delawares, he will find pro- 

_ vision made in the fifteenth article by the Indians 
themselves for the very contingency which has 
arisen? 


Mr. PHELPS. I am well aware of the pro- 


visions to which the gentleman refers, and | still || 
| say that the Senate’s amendment proposes a con- | 
|| dition to those lands ceded by the Delaware Indians | 


| in trust to the United States, in addition to the stip- 
| ulations contained in the treaty. 
|| Mr. ORR. [ presumed the gentleman had not 
| read the article to which I have referred; I am still 
| of the same opinion. I will read it. 
Mr. PHELPS. I have read it several times. 
Mr. ORR. 
of March, 1807. In the fifteenth article of the 
treaty, we have express authority to do the very 


thing proposed to be done by the amendment | 


which has been concurred in by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It is in these words: 


© Art. 15. A primary object of this instrument being to 
advance the interegts and welfare of the Delaware people, 

| it is agreed, that if it prove insufficient to effect these ends, 
froin causes which cannet now be foreseen, Congress may 
|} hereafter make such further, by law, not inconsistent here- 
with, as experience may prove to be rieecessary to promote 


|| Mr. PHELPS. Will the gentleman permit me 
| to ask him a question? 


gentleman from Missouri, | will say that | differ | Mr. ORR. Certainly. 
1] 


from him én foto. 

When the Delaware Indians were removed 
west of the Mississippi, we conveyed to them 
the land which has since been reconveyed in trust 
to the United States. The Government used the 
following language: 


“ The land shall be conveyed and forever secured by the || 


United States to the Delaware nation as their permanent 
residence, and the United States hereby pledges the faith of 
the Government to guarantee to the said Delaware nation 


Sorever the possession, &c., against the claims and assaults | 


of all and every people whatever.” 


That is the title which the Delaware Indians | 
Having that title, the Commis- |' 


had to this land. 
sioner of Indian Affairs last summer, under the 
instruction of the President of the United States, 
negotiated a treaty with them. That treaty is 
different from most of the Indian treaties which 
have been negotiated by the Government; for it 
provided, after securing about five hundred thou- | 
sand acres for $10,000—what was called the outlet 


Mr. PHELPS. The land is valued at two dol- 
|| lars the acre, and persons are ready to give more 
|| than that price 
Mr. ORR. I will answer the gentleman. I fear 
|| that when the commissioners go there and make a 
|| valuation of this land, that if they put it at three 
| dollars the acre, the sale will be a mere form. 





| This land has been assessed at three dollars per 


|| price less than that. Persons may be very willing 

to pay three dollars per acre for land which is 
| worth five, six, eight, ten, and perhaps fifteen or 
twemty dollars per acre. Well, sir, the same com- 
|, bination which this amendment is intended to 
|| provide against, for the protection of the Indiang, 


|| may prevent the land from going beyond the | 


|| assessment, although they may go through the 
form and ceremony of a public sale. 


amendment, around the rights of the Indians, then 
|| if honest men go there, as I take it for granted 


of the nation—that the remaining portion, amount- || they will, and the land is assessed at three, four, 


ing to upwards of one million of acres, was con- 
veyed to the United States in trust; that the Gov- 


ernment should have the land surveyed and sold | 


at public auction, and that the Indians should have 
the proceeds after deducting the expenses of the 
survey and sale, It was just and equitable that 
they should receive these proceeds. This land 
was not open to settlement after the treaty was 


ratified by the Senate; but contrary to the provis- | 


ions of the treaty, and in violation of law, persons 
went mpoe itand made settlements. They are there 
upon the land now. Gentlemen who are familiar 


with western life,and who are acquainted with | 


our frontiers, know that there exists at this mo- 

ment squatter organizations for the purpose of pro- 

tecting themselves against paying more than $1 25 

the acre, although the land may be worth twenty- 

five dollars the acre. 

life to go to the sales and bid more than $1 25 
er acre. He would not escape with whole bones. 
his fact is too notorious to dwell upon, 

Then, if the views of thegentleman from Missouri 
be carried out, it is proposed that you shall go on | 
and survey these lands, take no steps whatever | 
to defeat these squatter organizations, and deprive | 
the Indians from ever receiving one dollar for their | 
land beyond $1 25 the acre, aitbougs they may | 
be worth twenty, thirty, or fifty do the acre, 
Is it right for us to stand by and allow the Indians 
to be deprived of that which they had the right to | 
expect from the Government when it negotiated 
the treaty? 

But the samee says that this is violating the 
terms of the treaty. 1 8 


se the grienee 
who had charge of this amendment, the honorable 








It would imperil a man’s | 


|| or five dollars per acre, the Indians will secure to 
|| themselves that price just as certainly as they 

would $1 25 per acre, now without such assess- 
/ment. And the advantage to the Indians will be, 


that they will receive the assessed value of these | the history of the transaction shows that some 


_ lands, in despite of the present combination. If 
assessed at twenty dollars per acre, they will re- 
| ceive that sum before the settler can acquire an 
title to the land. If the lands are not assessed, 
it is morally certain they will never receive more 
| than $1 25 per acre, although it may be worth 
re dollars per acre. 

ow, Mr. Chairman, it wae some time before I 
'| could bring my mind to assent to the provisions 
| contained in this amendment; for the reason that 
| persons who are now upon the Delaware lands, 
for whose benefit, to some extent, this provision 
is made, are trespassers. The Attorney General 
of the United States, in August last, when called 
upon to give his opinion in reference to this sub- 
ject, decided officially that these lands were not 


|| subject to preémption, because the United States 


was not the absolute owner. The United States 
is the owner, in trust, for the Indians. That is 
the opinion he gave the Secretary of the Interior 
when interrogated as to the right of settlement and 
preémption on the Delaware lands. In what light, 
then, can they be regarded but as trespassers? 
_Mr. WHITFIELD. When was that opinion 


ven? 
“a ORR, I do not know the precise time. 
The treaty seems to have been ratified on the 11th 
of July, 1854, and the opinion of the Attorney 
General was published in August of the same year. 
But I was going on to explain how it was that the 





Bat if you | 
will place this guard, which is contained in this | 
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chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, } honorable gentleman from Ohio, the honorable 
It was alleged that fraud had 


ndian Affairs in the Senate, (Mr. | 


If the || 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Paevrs] will refer | 


I do not have reference to the act | 


the interests, peace, and liappiness of the Delaware people.”’ | 


acre, and they refuse to allow it to be sold for a | 


} 
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| chairman of the Committee on Indian’ Affairs jn 
| the Senate and myself, upon full inquiry and con. 
| sultation, assented to this amendment, as it stands 
|| at the present time, the proviso excepted. |; 
seems ‘that, after the negotiation of this treat 
before it was published, and before it was certainly 
| known what the terms of the treaty were, some 
|| persons, supposing it was precisely in the same 
|| terms of other treaties with these Indians, haa 
gone there with a view of securing their Dreémp. 
|tion rights. They, therefore, went innocently 
_ there, and not for the purpose of violating the law, 
and are entitled to the tender consideration of 
Congress; and we accord them that tender consid. 
eration by not driving them from the Territory as 
trespassers, but by sending a commissioner there 
to assess their lands at their fair value; and cer. 
|| tainly no purchaser should desire to procure them 
| atalessprice. By that means they will be able 
to secure for themselves the houses they have 
built, and the improvements they have put upon 
their lands. 
| Mr. WHITFIELD. Does the gentleman think 
the Government has any right to drive these set- 
ters from their lands? 

Mr. ORR. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is a 
| question I do not care to go into at this time. It 
| is. very clear that they are trespassers upon these 
lands. They are there without authority of law, 
||in violation of the law, and in violation of the 
|| treaty stipulations; and while I would. not say 
| that it would. be right to drive them off, I do say 
| that it would be monstrous for the as8ertion to be 
| made that the Congress of the United States had 
| passed an act, or the Government of the United 
| States entered into treaty stipulations, which it had 
| not the power to carry Into effect. It would bea 
| startling announcement to be made to the country, 
| and to the world, that the Government had not 
| the power to protect itself, and to enforce its own 
| laws and its own treaty stipulations. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to drive 
| these parties off. 1 think that those who have gone 
there since the particular stipulations of that treaty 
| have become known, are not entitled to the tender 
|| consideration upon the part of Congress which the 
| other class which I have mentioned are. But I 
| desire to do all full justice, and to accord to them 
all the consideration that is consistent with full 

and complete justice to the Indians. Sir, I think 
| full justice will be done to the Indians by the pro- 

visions of the amendment without the proviso, and 
| no injustice done to the settler. 

These Indians are entitled, by the stipulations 
of the treaty, to the full value of their lands. They 





| were induced to believe that,they should receive 


high prices for some of their lands. We have 
| had the example of the Chickasaw Indians in 
| Mississippi. Some twenty years ago the United 
| States took their lands in trust, and was to sell 
_ them and to pay to the Indians the whole of the net 
proceeds. They had this exaniple before them, and 


| of the lands were sold at five, ten, and twenty 

dollars per acre. And it is reasonable to believe 
that some of these Delaware lands are worth as 
much as any that were sold for the Chickasaws; 
and, if they are, then the Government should 
secure for them its fair value. Iask you, sir, if it 
is acting in good faith; if it isearrying the treaty, 
in faith, into effect; if it was ever contem- 
plated in the negotiation of the treaty, by-which 
the Government took these lands in trust, that they 
should sell lands worth twenty dollars per acre for 
one dollar and a quarter per acre? I think not. 
| But, sir, I do not desire to trouble the committee 
| further upon this subject. I think the proviso in 
the Senate amendment showld be stricken out. 











The proviso reads as follows: 

Provided, That the President may order a new treaty to 
be made with the Delawares, loways, Weas, Peorias, Kas- 
kaskias, and Piankeshaws, or such of them as he may 
deem necessary. 

Now, sir, the Committee of Ways and Means 
recommend, and the Committee on Indian Affairs 
concur with them in the recommendation, that this 
proviso shall be stricken out, for the reason that 
the President has the power to enter into negotia- 
tions for the formation of new treaties whenever, 
in his judgment, the public service demands it; 
vet to nee such a eros in this bill eon 

ave the effect to increase the trespasses upon the 
lands of the Delawares ten-fold. You will find 
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that all their valuable land would soon be tak 

up under the expectation that a new treaty would 
soon be made. It is true, that if this provision 
were to be inserted in the bill, and a commissioner 
were to be sent there, that the Delawares, being 
pressed on all sides, representations being made 
to them that it was the wish of the President of 








the United States that a new treaty should be || 


made, and that there might probably be difficulty 
in carrying out the existing treaty, a new treaty 
might be made; for sir, faithless as the white man 
hastoo often been to the unlettered savage, they still 
repose great confidence in their great father, the 
President of the United States. is wishes most 
likely would be complied with, but could he ask 
them in conscience to change the eae treaty? 
Surely not, and the proviso could only have the 
effect of ee and deluding others to trespass 
in the vain hope that the treaty would be changed. 
They surrendered the lands which had been guar- 
antied to them forever, on the terms of this treaty 
which I hold in my hand; and justice to them re- 
quires that the treaty shall be carried out, and 
that if its stipulations are insufficient for the pur- 
pose, you should adopt such additional legislation 
as willcarry it out, and protect the faith and honor 
of the Government and all the treaty rights of the 
Indians. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not propose to speak 
to the bill before the House at all. ities simply 
for the purpose of making a suggestion to carry 
out an understanding that prevailed at the time 
the resolution was adopted confining debate strictly 
to the measures before the committee, that there 
should be one or two evening sessions for the pur- 
pose of general debate. There is a number of 
gentlemen who are anxious to be heard upon mat- 
ters not immediately connected with bills that will 
be before the committee. 


Mr. DUNHAM. Who are anxious to fili- || 


buster. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I, myself, have waited for 
a month to have an opportunity to reply to the 
speech made some time ago by the gentleman 
from Georgia. [Mr. Sternens.] I should like 
to do it to-morrow if it is agreeable to the com- 
mittee, and I understand that there are several 
gentlemen who would like to speak to-night. The 
resolution to which I have referred provides that 
we may hold evening sessions for the ae of 
general debate, at which no vote shall be taken 
upon any subject whatever. I therefore move 
that the committee do now take a recess until seven 
o’clock. 

Mr. DISNEY... Let us dispose of this amend- 
ment first. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well,! will withdraw my 
motion until that amendment is disposed of. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the resolu- 
tion provides for such evening sessions ‘‘ as may 
be ordered by the committee”’ for general debate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move that there be 
an evening session to-night and to-morruw night. 

Mr. JONES. I do not think this committee 
could order an evening session for to-morrow 
night. We should take one evening at a time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well, then I will 
move that this committee do order a session for 
general debate this evening, at seven o’clock. 

Mr. FLORENCE. No business is to be done? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will examine 
the resolution, and see if it is competent to the 


committee to pursue the course indicated by the || 


motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr.SEWARD. Let us have the resolution 


read, : 
The Clerk read the resolution, which is as 
follows: 


Resolved, That for the remainder of the present session, 
all debate in Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union shall be confined strictly to the question or 
proposition under consideration, unless during such evening 
sessions as a majority of said committee may order for the 
exclusive purpose of general debate. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it com- 
petent to the committee, under the terms of that res- 
olution, to order an evening session as proposed. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Camrze.y’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. [ would ‘inquire whether gen- 
tlemen desire to debate the pending amendment 
any further? 


r. WHITFIELD. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Kansas 
| desires to debate it at length. 
| Mr. HAVEN. If that be so, in order to keep || 
_my promise to the committee, when I said that || 
| if we got into any snarl about these amendments, || 
_ I would not ask them to stay any longer. I move |, 

that the committee do now rise. 
I suppose that if the committee should rise now, 
| the order just made will be executed by the com- 
| mittee coming back here at seven o’clock, and the | 

Chairman resuming the chair at that hour. li 
| Mr. BENSON. Is it understood that no vote | 
is to be taken on this amendment to-night? 

Cries of ** Yes!’ ** Yes!’’} 

r. HAVEN. To prevent any difficulty, I) 
| withdraw my motion to rise, and move that the || 
| committee do now take a recess. 
| Mr. DISNEY. I desire to have an understand- 
| ing, to know what it is that we are agreeing to. 
| The committee, as I understand it, has made an 
order that there be a meeting of the committee | 
| to-night, for the purpose of general gammon. [A 
|laugh.] I also understand that the gentleman | 
| from Kansas (Mr. Wurrrrecp] intends to claim | 
| the floor on the reassembling of the committee this || 
| evening, and wants to go on with this matter. || 
Now, as I originated the pending amendment, and || 

have some little interest in it, I desire to watch its || 
| fate, and what I desire to know is this: will there || 
be any vote taken on it to-night ? 
[Loud cries of ** No!” ** No!’"} 
Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 
Mr. HOUSTON. And report the naval appro- 
| priation bill to the House. 
| Mr. HAVEN. I suppose the question will be 
| first taken upon my motion, as it was first made. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The question will be first 
upon the motion of the gentleman from New | 
ork. “| 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. It would be | 
perfectly in order to go into the House and finish || 
the naval appropriation bill, and then go back into 
committee and take a recess. \| 
Mr. HAVEN. There is but little time to spare. || 
| This committee has made an order that there shall | 
| bea session to-night. If we'go into the House 
now, we may not be able to come back into com- 
mittee. I therefore insist on my. motion. 
| The question was taken on Mr. Haven’s mo- 
| tion, and it was agreed to; and thereupon (at half 
| past four o’clock, p. m.,) the committee took a 
recess until seven o’clock, p.m. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
, Union, met at seven o’clock, p. m., (Mr. Mittson 
in the chair. | 
_The CHAIRMAN. The business before the || 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 


| committee is the consideration of the Indian appro- 


t 
Wanens is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the gentle- 
man from Kansas does not desire to occupy the 
floor at this time, I shall be very glad todo so. | 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I had desired, Mr. || 
Chairman, to submit a few remarks to the com- || 
mittee this evening; but as there isto be no action || 
taken on the amendments to-night, I do not wish | 
to intrude upon the attention of the committee by | 
making’a speech to-night. On to-morrow, if 1 can || 
| get the floor, I desire to defend my constituents 


iation bill; and on that bill the gentleman from } 





rom what I regard as an attack upon them to- | 


day. 

Mr. PHELPS. I submit this question: I be- ! 
lieve that, under the resolution, the debates to- || 
night may be on every subject except that under || 
consideration. Thegentleman from Kansas [Mr. | 
WuizrteLp] desires to speak to the subject-matter 
before the committee; and, therefore, I suppose he | 
would be entitled to the floor to-morrow, when the || 
committee resumes the consideration of the sub- | 
| ject; and he cheerfully surrenders the floor to any || 
person who desires to address the committee. {| 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not hold || 
that the gentleman from Kansas is entitled to the || 
floor to-morrow. Certainly he is now entitled to | 
the floor, if he thinks proper to occupy it. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘That, as a matter of course, | 
depends upon the awarding of the Chajr. {| 

Mr. ASHBURN, of Maine, obtained the 


floor, 
Mr. MAYALL. I had desired to make a 





i 
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speech on the subject of the tariff, but [ do not 
wish to intrude upon the time of the committee, 
and therefore ask leave to publish my remarks. 
Leave was grated for that purpose. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I thought that I might 
have had an opportunity of addressing the House 


| on the subject of the President’s veto message at 
J g 


the time it was before us for reconsideration; and 
| was prepared then to submit some observations 
to the House. But as the matter was disposed of 


| before we had any opportunity given for discus- 


sion, and as an order had passed the House |imit- 
ing all debate in the day session to the question 
immediately under consideration, | supposed I 
should, probably, have nv opportunity of deliver- 
ing a speech on this subject; and then I made yp 


| my mind to avail myself of the privilege ordinarily 


given of publishing my remarks in the Globe, and 
with that view, 1 proceeded to write them out, and 
having done so, I will do here what I have never 
done, deliver a written speech. 

Mr. W. then addressed the House during an 
hour. His remarks will be published in the Ap- 
pendix. 

Mr. McNAIR. Mr. Chairman, I had intended 
to say much more than I shal! say on the subject 
about which | am now going to speak, had it not 
been that during most of this session t have been 
confined to my room by indisposition, and [ am 
not entirely well yet. But I feel such a deep 


| interest for people who are poor, and who have 


defended our country, and who are unable to come 


| here to talk to us about it, that I am willing to rise 


in my seat in their behalf. There has been a bil? 
lingering before Congress for a long time—a bill 
in which nobody seems to take much interest—a 
bill in behalf of the soldiers of our country, and 
their widows and orphans—a bill in behalf of 
those, many of whom have been placed in the front 
of our battles. When war is declared, we always 
want soldiers, and they are taken generally from 
the poorer classes of the people—from the lowest 
ranks. It was so in the war of 1812. Our country 
was threatened on the north by the Canadians, 
who were about to invade it. Our country was 
threatened at the south by our enemy's vessels at 
the mouths of our rivers. Our country was 


| threatened in the west by the invasions of the red 


men, and our country was threatened in the east, 
[am sorry to say, by our own people, who were 
opposed to the declaration of war. Well, if we 


| want soldiers when a declaration of war is made, 
| we must give them some encouragement, or we 


will not get them. Without that we could not 


| have got them in the war of 1812, and then we 


had no money to get them with, and Congress sat 
here in cold debate, fearful to pass ah act to raise 


| money by direct taxation, believing that the Union 


would be endangered by it. And at that very 
time, sir, the British fleet was at the mouth of 
the Potomac. The Government raised enough 
men to send to the north, on our lines, to be slain, 


|| but not enough to defend the northern borders, 


where many of our brave fellows perished. And 


| when there, some refused to cross the line. I 
|| say, Sir, that if we want men in time of war, to 


defend our country, we must encourage them. 
And will we not now give the little pittance of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land to the widow or 
the children of the men who have fought their 
country’s battles, and defended that country—the 
happiest country in the world? They defended 


| those lands which are now settled bY a numerous 


population, represented by many members on this 
floor; lands which were then a wilderness, inhab- 
ited by Indians, but now cultivated and made 
beautiful to the eye. 

Well, sir, I say that I have been rather sur- 
prised to find how little interest is taken in this 


_matier. I always feel an interest in those who 


are unable to protect their own interests. [ know 
of many of our poor soldiers, and the widows of 
soldiers, who have, through poverty, been forced 
to go into the alms-houses in the north, ard, l have 
no doubt, tm all parts of the country. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. We have 
none in the South. [Laughter.] 

Mr. McNAIR. No; I believe there are ro 
alms-houses in the South. Well, sir, 1 say it is 
a disgrace to our country to let the widows of sol- 
diers, or the soldiers themselves, go into alms- 
houses. You do not find it so in England, or in 
France. They there support their discharged 
soldiers in their old age. An old English soldier 


/ 
/ 
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died in my place, Norristown, only a few months 
ago, who 








serving in the army, and defending their country. 
And yet, when they come here to ask a small 


pittance of one hundred and sixty acres of land | 


their petitions are either neglected or refused. 
Now, there would be no hesitation, I think, in 


passing this bill, were it not for the immense | 
grasping after public lands on the part of railroad | 


I think that we ought to vote them 


companies. 

ore Rondeed and sixty acres of land whether the | 
If these rail- | 
roads do get the public lands, let it be so, but do | 


railroads get their grants or not, 


not cut off those who have defended that very land, 
end protected it, These things are usually for- 
gotten unless they are brought to mind. Yes, 


gentlemen, the man who goes into battle, and | 


spills his blood, expends treasure more precious 
than that expended by the rich man, who wears 
hie raffled shirt and white stockings, and pays his 
taxes. 


Blood is dearer than treasure. The poor man 


spills his blood in the front of the battle, and the | 


rich man pays the money for the support of the 
war. Ifthe rich man is calied out in defense of his 
country he hires his substitute. Some poor man 
goes in his place, and the wealthy man sits in his 
chimney corner or in his parlor and reads the ac- 
counts of the battles of theday. Yes, sir, wealth 
stands back in the battle where cannon and musket 


balls are scarce, and were it not for the services of | 
the poor—of those men whose tottering limbs are | 


fast ang. down to the grave—the country 
could not have been defended. If it had not been 
that an immense quantity of public land has been 


granted within the last five or six years for rail- | 
road purposes, there certainly could be no hesita- | 
tion in giving to these men the one hundred and | 


sixty acres of land which they ask. But it is not 
a pension for. them; but about $180, the price at 
which land is now selling. It is but a trifle to an 
old soldier, which may keep him from the alms- 
house a short time. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Itis only $160—as 
the land now sells for one dollar an acre. 

Mr. McNAIR. Oh, yes; more than that. 


Mr. FLORENCE. hat is all it sold for lat- | 


terly. 
Mr. McNAIR. I do think that this countr 
would be ungrateful if it do not uphold the old a 


diers and their widows and orphans; if we do not | 
keep the old men from starvation; do not keep | 
them from being a burden to their friends or rela- | 
tives; | think the country would be ungrateful, as | 


we now owe to them the very land occupied by 
setilers in the West and southwest. 
last summer that a poor old soldier was here trying 
to get aclaim for services rendered his country. 
He remained here for a considerable length of 
time, and lay, night after night, during the warm 


weather, under a tree, with his head upona stone, | 


and with frequently nothing but an onion in his 
pocket for his supper. 


mittee reported against his claim. 
any preparation, | could have cited cases without 
number of a similar character, showing the great 
necessity that exists for the passage of a law which 
will do ample justice to this class of our citizens. 
Suppose any of us had been present at the battle 
of Queenstown, where blood ran freely, and where 
hundreds of our men were cast over the precipice; 
where Colonel Van Rensselaer was wounded, and 
where Captains Clark, Saunders, and Nelson fell, 
do you suppose that we would have refused the 
old soldiers, their widows and orphans, a small 
pittance of one hundeed and sixty acres of land as 
a reward for their services? Look at the history 
of the battle of Queenstown—I shall not recur to 
the different battles wherein our brave soldiers 
have fought and bled—and there you will find that 
three hundred and ninety-seven of our brave 
fellows lay bleeding on the ground, and among 
whom were the most brilliant sons of Kentucky, 
{ndiana, Ohio, and western Pennsylvania; and, if 
{ mistake not, one or more members of 

fell there. The wounded were tomahawked and 
scalped, although they had been promised pro- 





ad been allowed his half-pay, and lived | 
comfortably on it in this country for many | 
years. But we will not keep our old soldiers and | 
widows out of the alms-houses, although those | 
widows may have washed off their nails in sup- | 
porting their children while their husbands were | 











=| 


His claim was for a small | 
amount; andalthough he was wounded and fought | 
bravely in the service of his country, yet the com- | 
If I had made | 
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tection by the British officers. I have no doubt | 


that some persons now before me may have a rec- 


ollection of the brave fellows who fell there—of 
Captains Mead, Edwards, Price, McCracken, 
Edmundson, Woodford, and many others. 

In conclusion, | would ask the oats to take up 
and pass the old soldiers’ bill to-morrow. It can 
be taken up and passed in a very short time. It 
has already passed the Senate by an almost unan- 
imous vote, and I earnestly hope—and it is the 
only request I have made this session—that the 
bill will be considered and passed by the House 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Thegentleman from Maine, | 
{Mr. Wasnsurn,] in the course of his remarks, 
referred to the fact, that on the morning this House 
concluded to take action upon the subject of the 
President’s veto of the French spoliation bill, the 
gag of the previous question was applied, and the 
friends of the Administration upon this floor 
moved the previous question. It is, 1 presume, 
well known to the members of the committee, in- 
deed to all the members of the House, and to the | 
country, that perhaps there was no warmer or 
more zealous advocate of the passage of the French 
spoliation bill, as it is generally called, than my- 
self. I differed, as my vote will fully attest, from 
the conclusions of the President in relation to that 


| very important measure; and I desire that the fact 


may be placed on the record by my vote against 
sustaining the veto of the bill which he, in the 
performance of a constitutional function, consid- | 
ered it his duty, honestly and conscientiously, I 
have no right to doubt, to exercise. I have not 
heard it mentioned before, but it is proper to say 
that the friends of the French spoliation bill are 
responsible for seconding the demand for the pre- 
vious question. ‘* Let justice be done, though 
the heavens fall,” and I think it is due to justice 
and due to history, that this fact should be placed 
upon the record. The reasons which were given, 
so far as they could be expressed under the appli- 
cation of the previous question, and most generally 
by the warmest friends of the bill, were, that no | 
favorable result could ensue from the postpone- | 
ment of the consideration of that document; and | 
the friends of the bill, under the pressing demand | 
of the public business, rather than hazard and per- 
haps lose the important appropriation bills to 
which they had not yet given any consideration, | 
deemed it much better that action should be had 
even under the gag, as it is called, of the previous 
question, than to permit the question to remain | 
open, and consume, in discussion merely, without 
hope of any praetical good, or any prospect of a | 
favorable result, three or four of the few remain- 
ing days of the session. 
1 must say, further, that I cannot see the force | 


of the gentleman’s reasoning in making either the || 
|| Administration or the friends of the Administra- 
lt was only | 


tion responsible for the exercise of what the gen- 
tleman pleases to call the gag of the previous ques- | 
tion upon that morning. It was participated in, | 
and was as much a movementof the friends of the 
bill, alone intended to promote the success of pub- 
lic measures that had scarcely been perfected or 
scarcely presented from the different committees 
to be acted upon, rather than hazard the loss of 
important appropriation bills then about to be con- 
sidered. I think it is proper to take this opportu- 
nity and state these eis, which were patent to | 
every one, that so much, at least, of the record | 
may be historically and literally true. 1 deem it | 
due to a true history of the case, that this, which | 
is, | consider, merely a proper statement of the | 
facts, should be made. I must candidly acknowl- | 
edge here that I did not sympathize with those | 
fears, and it is due to myself to say that I voted 
against the demand for the previous questicn. 

A word or two in relation to the “ old soldiers’ 
bill,”” which is expected to come up in the morn- 
ing. 

‘* Is there a doubt of the justice of this bill ?” 
says a forcible and patriotic writer. ‘*What doesit | 
propose? To compensate, in some measure, these 
men who not only periled their lives, but sacrificed 
their interest and those of their families on the 
altar of patriotism. When the British army, 
flushed with expectation of an easy victory, landed 
on our shores in 1812, these men who are now 
asking Congress to remember them in their old 
age, were young, just entering on the busy thea- 
ter of life, with all its duties i 








upon their 
attention, anda majority with bat scanty means to 
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| work out their fortunes. But did they hesitate i, 
quit the allurements of home, to leave their differ. 
ent avocatiors—-the forge, the workshop, the 
| counting-house, the bar—for the camp, with all its 
dangers, hardships and sufferings? Did the 
count the cost of their acts dollar by dollar, . 
some would the bounty land now proposed to be 
given acre by acre? Wasthere amoment’s thought 
| given by these brave men to the pecuniary loas tha: 
_ must follow the course taken? Not one. They 
| made the sacrifice willingly. Many of them died 


| on the field of battle, and left their families depend. 


ing on the cold charity of strangers. Others re. 
turned with shattered constitutions, unable to labor 
and toil as they had formerly done, while sijjj 
others, when peace smiled upon the land once more, 
found, to their sorow, that during their absence, 
'the labor of years had become dissipated, and 
| thus their hopes were nipped in the bud. It is in 





|| this light that the claims of the soldiers of 189 


should be viewed. They cannot be weighed in a 
balance, nor measured with a yardstick. The 
men who are now living in ease and comfort, won 
by the toil and sacrifice of the veterans who now 
respectfully ask for justice, can scarcely realize 
the services performed by American soldiers 


|| during the last war with Great Britain. It is only 
,| when the tale is told by old, gray-haired men, that 


| the blood warms, and we feel that full justice 
| should be meted out to those who won our second 
independence. 
‘* In the old Keystone State public sentiment is 
| @ unit upon the passage of this bill, or some equiv- 
| alent one that will give additional compensation to 
| the soldiers of 1812. The State Legislature has 
several times instructed our Senators and requested 
our Representatives in Congress to vote for such 


| a bill, while the press in every section of the State, 


and without reference to party, is united upon the 
| same platform of patriotic fidelity to those men who 
protected the stars and stripes, the hearths and 
homes of their country, when attacked by a foreign 
| foe. Large popular meetings have also been held 
in almost every county in the Commonwealth, at 
which resolutions were passed urging upon Con- 
gress to pass a bounty land bill without delay. 
All parties and classes unite as a band of brothers 
in this holy and patriotic work. The keen edge 
of political rancor is blunted—the partisan forgets 
his dividing | nes, while some war-scarred veteran 


|| recounts the dangers and glories of those times, 
'| when the volunteers of free America drove before 


them the best troops of invincible England. There 
| ia no two opinions in this State with reference to 
the claims of the soldiers of 1812. The additional 


|| bounty which is proposed to be extended by the 
|| provisions of the Senate bill, is justly due to these 


| men, and therefore every delegate from this State 
who desires faithfully to represent public sentiment, 
will vote for the billon Tuesday. Old Pennsyl- 
vania has never yet faltered whena call was made 
for volunteers to defend our country at home, or 
its honor abroad. Her patriotic sons went forth 
with full confidence that, if they fell upon the 
bloody field, those who were near and dear to 
them would be protected by the nation. It was 
so in 1812,-and shall a single vote from this Com- 
monwealth insult the memory Of the dead, or 
wound the feelings of theliving? Shall it be said 
that while we talk of patriotism, the men who 
toiled, and suffered, and bled for liberty, are living 
in want and penury? This must not be. It 
would disgrace the nation, the State, and the 
people.”’ 

I feel a deep interest in the passage of that bill, 
and seconding the very eloquent appeal of my 
colleague, (Mr. McNair,] I earnestly hope that 
we may all be here in the merning in full force, 
and pass the bill, if necessary, even under the “ gag 
of the previous question,’’ however unpalatable it 
may be to some of those who, when they can best 
attain their purpose by so doing, are the readiest 
to resort to it, and are the most clamorous in de- 
manding it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. 1 feel some in- 
terest in the bill which will be attempted to be 
brought up before the House to-morrow—the old 
soldiers’ bill, as it is called—an interest growing 
out of the state, somewhat peculiar, of the old sol- 
diers ir my own State. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. McNase] made a remark which 
induces me to say a few words. His remark 





was this: ** Threatened on the east by our own 
people.”” This he said after reciting the dangers 
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. ich surrounded the nation at that time. Now, || States law, ordered to hold ourselves in readiness to march | probability the House will then resolve itself into 
P = | understand this bill, as it comes to us from | °° the — arg Spade oe eee intel ‘| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
e the Senate, has in it a clause which excludes the || pave been discharged at the end of six months.” || Union for the consideration of the Army appro- 
8 soldiers of Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and | ; G | priation bill. There will be another Chairman, and 
y Connecticut, and for a cause which came not frem | Thus ay. were mustered into service for twenty | how can he recognise the gentlenmn from North 
: E the people, but fromaclass. It wasaclass which | a or which they received no consideration, | Carolina? 1 have no doubt that the courtesy of 
. was opposed to that war, and not the people. I pee uring all that time they were liable to be | the committee will be extended to the gentleman. 
t fe am personally acquainted with some of the men | upon at any moment. They were pre- | }; js only just that it should be. 
it who served in that war, or who were enrolled in | Vented from engaging in other business—which | Mr. RUFFIN. 1 do not wish to occupy the 
y the regiment, at least, raised for that purpose,and | '®  very% Important matter for a poor man, and | time of the House to-morrow, for I do not expect 
d I think if courage, integrity, avd all the qualities | 0st of them were poor men; they were prevented | ¢, speak on the subject immediately before the 
. which go to make up the man and the patriot form | from doing anything else; and it cannot be doubted ‘body. I have not occupied any portion of the 
o the criterion, those men have as good a title to | that those men, had there been an urgent neces- | time of the House since | have been a member 
. land at the hands of the Government, as any of | 8"*Y for it, would have broken over the restraints | ere. 
l those who are included in the bill, and I feel that | ‘hrown around them by the Governor. Those || Wr, FLORENCE. I hope the gentleman does 
[> it would be doing gross injustice to a large class | Men protested ‘nae the action of the Governor | not, for ae moment, suppose that | am making ob- 
, of men, should that bill pass this House without |, ®* that time. They declared, and they made a jection to his occupying the floor. lam merely FT 
d an amendment to include them. The gentleman | "ecord of it at the time, that they were opposed ta | ‘stating a contingency which may arise, and bring- = 
4 from Pennsylvania will recollect that the State of | the course of the Governor, and that they were | ing jt to the Chair’s consideration, in order that a 
Q Rhode Island furnished, in the last war, some of | Tedy to obey the call of the country. Therefore | jg may be protected. 1 suggest that he had better 
a the men who distinguished themselves most emi- | '* would be a cruel act in the Government to ex- | make his speech to night, for he is now certain of , 
e nently on the frontier. I need not name Perry | “lude from the benefits of the bill—benefits which | the floor. 1 pregume that any chairman of com- : 
a and his associates, one of whom is now in this | YOM are to lavish upon other men—those men || mittee to-morrow night would recognize the gen- iff 
v city, and who was an active and efficient officer in | who faithfully served their country to the extent || tleman from North Carolina; that is, if we have an ; 
e that — | which their State government permitted them to | evening session for the same purpose as was the \ 
3 Mr. McNAIR. Will the gentleman allow me | Cass | one this evening. iB 
y to correct him? I hope the gentleman will under- ||, Nothing has struck me as more remarkable | Mr. RUFFIN. If we do not have an evening 
tt stand me, that when I spoke of the East, { did | than this amendment made by the Senate to the | session | do not expect to get the floor. / 
e not speak of everybody in the East. | bill, coming from a high source, seemingly; and | Mr. HENDRICKS. It seems to me that there kW 
d Mr. DAVIS. Thegentleman seemed to eay so. || that the old feelings of those times should have | can be no trouble on this question. The resolu- 
Mr. McNAIR. But that that thing did come | seen errs ae a purpose, and that men tion directing the order of business in committee 
3 from the East I suppose the gentleman will not | f ould not oes nowledged as patriolic as those provides that the debate, during the day, shall be 
I. deny. | ie ae oh er part of the country. The im- || confined to the subject immediately under con- 
0 Mr. DAVIS. What struck me was thegentle- || Pulses of the masses for war are everywhere || sideration; and that during the evening sessions 
8 > man’s language—* Threatened on the east by the | oe enough eae enough; and patriotism, | jt may be on any question affecting the Union to 
d > people.” The gentleman seemed to speak as ot | '” mes - xmary Se too cheap a viewe to be | which gentlemen may wish to speak. 
h — | the whole people of the East. I only quoted the | °Y€? 4 ae of ch whe: not mean to speak disre- | Mr, FLORENCE. That is true. 
,y > gentleman’s own language, but, of course, do not || a pe y “4 ose who are willing to fight; but|| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not wish 
e / wish to give it any other construction than he puts || : a Nat Y er pissy — a may perform | to be understood by the gentleman from North 
0 a upon it himself. “ But certainly his remark was || “ M. we think too ae OF rewarding. c | Carolina as deciding that he cannot have the floor 
d > an imputation upon the patriotism of the East. | y a nit and iz, to set these men Of | io.morrow evening. He merely wishes that there 
n > But in the State of Rhode Island there were com- || Seca tate, and of other New England States, | may be no misconception in regard to the rule. 
d i panies which volunteered for the service of the | ie - ae? = of valor were performed | The Chair does not say that the gentleman will 
it |" General Government. It is well known that at | The ee _— dd, out receiving any reward. || necessarily have the floor to-morrow evening. He 
b "> that time a large portion of the leading men, the || |} [eee ee uring nee ume were among || is entitled to the floor upon the bill now under 
, commercial class of the East, were opposed to the || & MOSt patriotic, a they had home oppo- | consideration. To-morrow evening there may be 
3 war. It involved them in consequences which — to aoe eae and to cut . such men would | another committee, another bill, and another Chair- 
e affected their property so materially that they || [© ®” 8¢t we eye —— that | cannot think || man. 
s stood up against it at the outset, and at that time | °7Y ee in ‘ this House who ia in favor of | Mr. HENDRICKS. Thecommittee has now 
n that class had a much more controlling influence | ee. ig land to any od f hay withhold his as- || nothing before it except the state of the Union. y 
5 than now. The people had hardly spoken out at || S¢0t rom pend ” h oe ~ h,and ina generous | Under the rule the committee would have, during : 
e that time. They were overawed by the wealthy | m2 toa on who showed their disposition by | the day, a particular bill as the business before it. - / 
e class more than they are now. It isa fact which | taeep aate at thas tree. : | The gentleman from North Carolina claims the | 
0 is gentlemen will see is strictly true, and it was only | Mr. MIDDLESWARTH. Mr. Chairman, I | foor on the class of businsss which is in order Hi 
I H by breaking over that influence, which they did, | beg leave to state to the gentleman from Rhode | during the evening sessions. In my judgment, if : 
e s and by revolutionizing the whole East, that the | Island, (Mr. Davis,] that a number of the friends | the committee now rises he will be entitled to | 
e | East became from being a Federal a republican | of the old soldiers had a consultation on the sub- | the floor the next time we resume the considera- eh 
e > people. The aristocracy of that day resisted the || jects that they came to the unanimous conclusion | tion of the class of business which we have had oa 
ty > war, and set at nought the patriotism which ex- || ‘hat the proviso in the first section of the bill || before us this evening. ea 
. i isted in the minds of the people. This is a matter | which includes the men to whom he has referred | The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from ay 
e > of history; and now you could not do a greater || 9Ught not to be adopted. And, if I get the floor, | North Carolina is now entitled to the floor. The 
r injustice than to shut out these people—as you || they have instructed me to move that it be stricken | Chair cannot undertake to say whether he will or 
h will if the bill passes in its present form—and pre- | OUt. _{ believe, with him, that if the Governor || will not be entitled to it to-morzow evening. 
° clude them from the benefits of this bill. The | Of @ State refused to permit those men to gointo | Mr, HOWE. Is not the Indian appropriation 
0 Rhode Island regiment was organized for eighteen || ‘he service when they were willing to go—and I | bill now before the committee? 
8 or twenty months, and every man in it was ready | understand that a large portion of them protested The CHAIRMAN. It is. 
\- and willing to start at the word of command. But | 2g@inst such refusal, and even many ran away | Mr. FLORENCE. This committee, having 
ir the Governor of Rhode Island forbid them to go, | and engaged in battle—that they ought not to suf- | finished its business, will, in all probability, be 
d even at the call of the General Government. || fer for that action of the State government. I, for | dissolved to-morrow. 
0 At that time the body of the people of Rhode || one, am unwilling that the stigma of the proviso || The CHAIRMAN. The motion is, that the 
g Island had hardly any votes. Only the landed | shall be placed upon them; and, as I have already | committee do now rise. 
t money could vote,and the people did not have | = if I get the floor, I shall move to strike it | a RUFFIN. And I yield to that motion. 
e the right to vote until the year 1842, Previousto || 0U*- ; ‘ he question was taken; and the motion was 
that re not more hen bes third of the people | Mr. RUFFIN obtained the floor, but yielded to | agreed ie 
, could exercise the right of suffrage. That con- | Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the commit- | The committee accordingly rose; and the 
y tinued until 1842, when Thomas W. Dorr distin- || tee do now rise. I make the motion with the un- | Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
t guished himself by an effort to give that right to | derstanding that the gentlernan from North Car- || reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
, the people, and finally obtained some measure of olina will be entitled to the floor when we meet || state of the Union had had ‘the state of the Union 
g right for them. || to-morrow evening. > || generally under consideration, and particularly 
t ~ { wish to imprees upon the members of the The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot say | the Navy appropriation bill, and had a caad him 
st House present this evening the facts in this case, || that the gentleman will have the floor to-morrow || to report the same back to the House with sundry 
t 5 in order that justice may be done to all the people | evening. ‘There may be another question before | amendments; and that it had also under consider- 
.- of the East who lent themselves, in a patriotic | the committee and another Chairman then. | ation the smendments of the Senate to the Indian 
spirit, to the support of the Government, or who || Mr. RUFFIN. I desiretosubmit some remarks, appropriation bill, but had come to no resolution 
\- were prepared to do so, and were only prevented | but would rather defer them until to-morrow even- | thereon. 
e a the superior power of the State government. | t. Mr. PHELPS. 1 move that the Navy appro- 
d he State government was not inthe hands of the | he CHA}RMAN, The gentleman moving | priation hill be recommitted. 
g i people at that time, so far as my own State was that the committee rise will be entitled tothe floor | Mr. SEWARD. I hope that motion will not 
l- concerned. to-morrow when the committee again resumes its | prevail. 1 move that the bill be laid upon the 
1. I have before mea short extract from acom- || sessions. The Chair does not wish any misap- | table. 
h munication from one of those very soldiers. He || prehension to exist on the subject. || Mr. HENDRICKS. Thereisno quorum here, 
k Speaks of the matter in this way: = Mr. ee x have aoe Saar | and paslonen sonnet menaneee any business. 
A “We were drafied, mustered, or embodied asa ‘avy appropriation bill. To-morrow we get . . I withdraw my motion to 
3 enrolled, and the roll sent to Washington under a mnited through with the Indian appropriation bill. In all |) lay upoh the table; and ask that the Clerk enter 
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my motion that the rules be suspended for the 
urpose of dischargi 
hole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the bill for the improvement of 
the Savannah river. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to submit the motion, 
for the purpose of having it entered, to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
olen from the further consideration of a Senate 

ill. 
The SPEAKER. 


It is not in order, under the 


= a - : a danaia ; —sss——(_o..qqw—s[YUS 
Printing, to whom was referred a resolution to | cutters, and to the amendment of the Sen 
the Committee of the || print three thousand copies of the Fourth Meteor- || the bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 


| ological Report of Professor Espy, reported ad- 


versely thereon, and the report was concurred in. | 


Mr. Pearce subsequently moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the report was concurred in, 
and gave notice that he should ask action on it in 
the morning hour to-morrow. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on || 


Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of the heirs of Robert McConnell, asked to 


rules, for the reason that there is a motionalready | bedischarged from its further consideration; which 
pending to suspend the rules for a similar purpose, | was agreed to. 


offered by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Sewarp. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Is it notin order toduplicate | the House of Representatives to amend the act 
that motion? ‘| approved 31st of August, 1852, entitled ‘* An act | 
The SPEAKER. It is notin order, as only || making further provision for the satisfaction of | 
one motion of the kind can, under the rules, be | Virginia land warrants,’ have had it under con- 


pending at the same time. 
Mr. FLORENCE, 
now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten miniites past nine o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 





IN SENATE. 


Prayer by Rev. Henny Sticrr. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


SLOOP OF WAR ALBANY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, transmitting a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 20:h of February, communica- 
ting a copy of the order issued by the Navy De- | 
partment to the officer in command of the home | 
squadron in pursuance of which the United States 
sloop of war Albany was ordered on her last 


I move that this House do | 


Mr. WALKER. The Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims,to whom was referred the bill of 


sideration, but are unable to agree. They have, 
therefore, directed me to report it back without 
any recommendation, and ask to be discharged 


from its further consideration, and that the letter | 
| of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
| on the subject be printed. 


1 will add, that | hope 


| the Secretary will see that the letter is- printed 


|| during the day, as I desire very much to call up 
| the bill to-morrow. 

Tuespay, February 27, 1855. | 
| 


The motion to print was agreed to. 


Mr. COOPER. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on Territories, to whom were referred 
the joint resolutions from the House to disap- 
prove and disaffirm an act of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Minnesota, entitled 


‘* An act to incorporate the Minnesota and North- || 


western Railroad Company,”’ and the joint reso- 


lution from the House disapproving the act of the || 


Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Minne- 
sota, entitled ** An act to incorporate the Transit 
Railroad Company,.” which are accompanied by 


| resolutions of the Territorial Legislature and me- 


| morials of the companies, to report them back, 


cruise; also, copies of the orders issued by the || I ; 
| have also instructed me to submit a report on the 


officer in command to the captain of the Albany; 


and, also, all reports and letters from the captain || 


of the Albany on the necessity of repairs to his 


vessel; which was ordered to lie og the table, and | 


be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MASON presented the petition of H. O. | 
Claughton, late commercial agent of the United 
States for the Netherland division of the Island | 
of St. Martin, praying to be allowed office-rent | 
and other expenses incurred by him in the exe- | 
cution of his duties; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Louisiana, instructing the Senators | 
and requesting the Representatives from that | 
State to use their exertions to obtain a mail route 
from New Orleans to San Francisco, across the | 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec; which were referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of | 
Isaac Knight, praying the aid of Congress to ena- || 
ble him to carry out his improvements in light- 
houses, and his plan for saving lives and property | 
from vessels wrecked on the coast; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of | 
merchants and others of Portland, Maine, praying | 





an appropriation for the construction of a ** Tidal || 
alarm apparatus” at the entrance of Portland 
harbor, on the plan invented by M. R. Fletcher; | 
Which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a memorial of 
the Genéral Assembly of lowa, praying the estab- | 
lishment of a military post at or near the mouth | 
of the Big Sioux river, in lowa; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 
Ordered, That John Hollohan have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That Harriet D. P. Baker have leave to with- 
draw ber petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. WELLER, it was 
_Ordered, That Theodore Adams have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers, 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES, 
‘Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 





and ask for the printing of all the papers. They 


subject. In justice to myself, | wish to state, 
that, while I concur in all the recommendations of 
the report, there is one argument in it which does 


| not entirely meet my approbation. 


The motion to print was agreed to. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing a build- 
ing to be erected at Alexandria, Virginia, for a custom- 
house, with accommodations for a post office. 


GENERAL JACKSON’S SWORD. 
Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Senate, 
twenty thousand copies of the proceedings and remarks, 
upon the presentation of the sword of General Jackson to 
Congress, and that the aame be bound in such style as the 
Committee on Printing shail direct. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of 


| Representatives, by Mr. Forner, their Clerk, 


announcing that they had passed the following 
bills, in which they requested the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

A bill allowing the further time of two years to 
those holding lands by entries in the Virginia mili- 
tary district, in Ohio, which were made prior to 
the Ist January, 1052, to have the same surveyed 
and patented; 

A bill extending the provisions of the act of 
August 4, 1852, entitled ‘*An act to grant the 
right of way to all plank and railroads and mac- 
adamized turnpikes passing through the, public 
lands be!onging to the United States,”’ to the public 
lands in the Territories of the United States; 

_A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
ae for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856; 
an 

A bill making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1856. 

Also, that the House had agreed to the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill authorizing the pur- 
chase or construction of four additional revenue 





February 27, 


ate to 


| sentatives of Joseph Savage, deceased; ond fn 


they had passed, without amendment, the bill of the 
| Senate, to establish a circuit court of the Unite 
| States in and for the State of California. 


| ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


| Themessage further announced , that the Speaker 
|| had signed the following enrolled bills an joint 

resolution; which were signed by the Presiden; 
|| pro tempore: 
|| An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay 
| administratrix of Lieutenant Colonel A2neas 
|| Mackay, late a deputy quartermaster in the United 
|| States Army; 
An act granting bounty land to Susan Palmer; 
An act to promote the efficiency of the Navy; 
| An act to remodel the diplomatic and consular 
|| systems of the United States; 

An act making an appropriation for milita 

|| defenses at Proctor’s Landing, in Louisiana; and 
| A joint resolution accepting the sword of Gen. 
|! eral Andrew Jackson, and returning the thanks of 
|| Congress to the family of the late General Robert 
|, Armstrong. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
| of June, 1856, was read twice by its title, and re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill from the House making appropriations 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and 
' for repairs of barracks and quarters for the year 
|| ending the 30th of June, 1856, was read twice by 
|| its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
|, The bill from the House allowing the further 
|, time of two years to those holding lands by entries 
in the Virginia military district in Ohio, which 
|| were made prior to the Ist of January, 1852, to 
| have the same surveyed and patented, was read 
| twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
|| on Public Lands, 
| The bill from the House extending the pro- 
visions of the act of August 4, 1852, entitled “an 


| 
| 


} 


act to grant the right of way to all plank and 

| railroads, and macadamized turnpikes passing 
through the public lands belonging to the United 
States,’’ to the public lands in the Territories of 

| the United States, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The bill from the House to amend an act ap- 
proved the 4th of August, 1854, entitled ‘* an act 
to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
lands to actual settlers and cultivators,’’ was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

The bill from the House to organize an institu- 

| tion for the insane of the Army and Navy, and of 

the District of Columbia, in the said District, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District.of Columbia. 

The bill from the House for carrying into effect 
| theconvention upon the subject of claims between 
| the United States and her Britannic Majesty, of the 
8th of February, 1853, was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


COMMANDER RINGGOLD’S REPORT. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate re- 
sumed the cansideration of the motion submitted 


by him on the 31st of January, to reconsider the 
vote on agreeing to the resolution in relation to 
rinting the report of Commander Ringgold, of 
is expedition to the North Pacific; and the motion 
was agreed to. 
BOWES AND SMITH. _- 

Mr. PETTIT. House bill for the relief of 
John R. Bowes, agent in charge of the property 
of the United States at Michigan City, in the State 
| of Indiana, and of Isaac S. Smith, of the city of 
| Buffalo, New York, has been reported back from 
the Committee on Commerce, with an amendment 
striking out the section in regard to Smith. Itis 
a matter of considerable interest to a mutual con- 
stituent of ours, Mr. President, and I hope the 
Senate will take up the bill, and concur in the 
report of the Committee on Commerce. I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and. the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole considered the bill. 

The proper accounting office of the Treasury 


will be directed by it to pay to John R. Bowes, of 





